Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on 
the Schengen system and measures taken during the COVID-19 crisis
1. Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 227(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reference numbers: 2020/2801 (RSP) / B9-0362/2020 / P9_TA-PROV(2020)0315
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 24 November 2020
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Petitions (PETI)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution stresses the need to respect the rules of the Schengen acquis, to better coordinate respective measures in the area without controls at internal borders (the “Schengen area”), in cross-border regions in particular, and to avoid a fragmented approach across the Member States. It also emphasises that restrictive measures concerning free movement should remain an exception and that restrictions to free movement should be replaced by targeted measures in line with the principles of proportionality and non-discrimination. The resolution recalls the importance of restoring a fully functioning area without internal border control.
The Commission welcomes the resolution and remains committed to restoring the integrity of the Schengen area and freedom of movement.
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The resolution calls upon the Commission to further enhance and fully implement the measures for overall coordination based on the best available science, notably regarding quarantine regulations, cross-border contact tracing, testing strategies, the joint assessment of testing methods, the mutual recognition of tests, and temporary restrictions on non-essential travel into the EU (paragraph 6). In relation to this call, Member States are meeting regularly within the framework of the Council’s Integrated Political Response mechanism, precisely to discuss these topics with the Commission, and with the aim to have a coordinated approach. The Commission also put forward several guidelines and proposals for Council recommendations. With regard to information to the public, the Re-open EU platform provides comprehensive and up-to-date information about the health measures and restrictions in place in all EU Member States. In this respect, the Council Recommendation 2020/1475 on a coordinated approach to the restriction of free movement in response to the COVID-19 pandemic[footnoteRef:1] states that information for the public should normally be published at least 24 hours before the entry into force of any measure. [1:  	OJ L 337, 14.10.2020, p. 3–9 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX
%3A32020H1475] 

Regarding the call on the Commission to continue its efforts to improve and support EU-wide cooperation and coordination among and with Member States during the pandemic (paragraph 8), the Health Security Committee is meeting regularly and has as an objective to reinforce the coordination and sharing of best practice and information on national preparedness activities. On 11 November2020, the Commission put forward several proposals related to European Health Union, amongst others to reinforce the mandates of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, and the European Medicines Agency so that they can better support the Member States and the Commission.
With regard to internal border controls, the Commission is working on the Schengen Strategy, which is to be adopted in May 2021. The Strategy will, among others, look into the existing cooperation and coordination methods to draw the lessons from the COVID-19 experience and to make Schengen more resilient in the future, in case of similar Schengen-wide threats affecting several Member States or the entire area at the same time.
As for the calls on the Commission to update the ‘Re-open EU’ website accordingly in order to create a true one-stop shop, which facilitates free movement during the pandemic and significantly helps residents to resume their usual way of life (paragraph 9), please note that the Re-open EU platform is updated regularly. It was initially set up as one of the measures announced by the Commission in its Tourism and Transport package to help travelling and tourism safely resume in the EU. Following the current health situation and coronavirus resurgence, the focus has shifted more towards providing an overview per country on epidemiological data, national corona safety and travel measures such as quarantine and testing requirements, and mobile coronavirus contact tracing and warning apps. Information is available to all the Member States, as well as to Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland and is updated daily using verified data from the European Centre for Disease prevention and Control and the Member States. Since 14 December 2020 Re-open EU is also available as a free mobile app.
Regarding the call on cross-border regions specificities (paragraph 10), the Commission has always called for exemptions for specific categories of people, amongst others family members, cross-border workers and students, in its guidelines related to internal border controls, as well as in the Council Recommendation 2020/1475 on a coordinated approach to the restriction of free movement in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. For instance, travellers with an essential function or need, such as workers or self-employed persons exercising critical occupations, cross-border workers, transport workers and persons travelling for imperative business or family reason, including members of cross-border families travelling on a regular basis, should not be required to undergo quarantine. In the amendment to this Council Recommendation adopted by the Council on 1 February 2021[footnoteRef:2], a specific provision on border regions has been introduced. Border regions are one of the success stories of European integration and therefore exemptions from travel restrictions for border residents who cross the border daily or frequently to work, go to school, seek medical care, or take care of family have been provided for. [2:  	https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/48122/st05716-en21-public.pdf] 

As for the call to prepare, as quickly as possible, contingency plans in the event of further peaks in the spread of COVID-19 and in order to prevent temporary border controls from becoming semi-permanent in the medium term (paragraph 11), the Commission is working on the Schengen Strategy which is to be adopted in May 2021. The Strategy, among others, will look into the contingency planning in the event of Schengen wide threats such as pandemics and into the governance of an area of freedom, security and justice without internal borders. The Schengen Strategy will be also accompanied by a proposed amendment of the Schengen Borders Code, which will focus on lessons learnt from COVID-19, the absence of border control of persons crossing the internal borders between the Member States of the Union and rules governing border control of persons crossing the external borders of the Union. It will further include a proposal for a revision of the Schengen Evaluation and Monitoring Mechanism to increase its effectiveness to support Schengen Governance.

