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 Directive 1997/54
   OJ L 277 10.10.1997, p. 0024 Summary

Wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors: maximum design speed

OBJECTIVE: to amend framework directive (74/150/EEC) and certain individual directives on the maximum design speed of wheeled
agricultural or forestry tractors, in order to ensure freedom of movement within the internal market and improve road and passenger safety.
CONTENT: the proposal for a European Parliament and Council directive seeks to: - amend the framework directive and the individual
directives on European type-approval for tractors in order to increase the maximum design speed from 30 to 40 km/h; - amend Directive
76/432/EEC on braking in order to introduce new technical specifications reflecting the fact that in future tractors will be permitted to run at
faster speeds.?

Wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors: maximum design speed

The committee adopted the report by Mrs Heidi HAUTALA (V, FIN) on the proposal for a directive on the maximum design speed of tractors
(modification of a series of existing directives) (codecision first reading). The aim of the Commission proposal is to align national legislation
and European directives and improve road safety. Current European legislation applies to tractors with a maximum design speed of between 6
and 30 km/h. However, an increasing number of tractors can travel at speeds in excess of 30 km/h. As a result, manufacturers are taking
recourse more and more frequently to national rather than Community type-approval procedures. In order to keep pace with the market and
extend the scope of the directive, the Commission proposes to extend the scope of the directive to tractors with a design speed of 40 km/h.
The committee approves of this approach but highlights the need (in three new recitals) to address the following problems: the obligation to
hold a driving licence, the use of seat belts, driving while under the influence of alcohol, technical controls and pollution.?

Wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors: maximum design speed

The Committee endorses the proposed amendment to the maximum design speed for agricultural or forestry tractors, but would call on the
Commission to take account of the continuous developments in tractor performance and application in the next amendment to the framework
Directive, and make an unequivocal provision for tractors with maximum design speeds of over 40 km/h. This must of course be accompanied
by adequate arrangements for safety and environmental protection. The Committee also calls for the regulations to be consolidated, in the
interests of greater transparency. ?

Wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors: maximum design speed

In adopting the report by Mrs HEIDI HAUTALA (Greens, Fin), Parliament approved the proposal to amend the existing Directives relating to
the maximum design speed of tractors. However, it drew attention, in three recitals, to the need to: - improve and harmonize all safety aspects
such as the installation of safety belts; - introduce technical controls for tractors at regular intervals; - draw up Community legislation on
pollutants from tractors. ?

Wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors: maximum design speed

The modified Commission proposal relating to the maximum design speed of wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors includes the substance of
two EP amendments to introduce two new recitals: - one relating to improvements and harmonization of all safety aspects such as the
installation of safety belts; - the other to the effect that pollution from tractors should be the subject of Community legislation. On the other
hand, the Commission rejected the amendments aimed at: - the introduction of technical controls on tractors at regular intervals (the
Commission would however consider, in the framework of the appropriate procedures, what proposals should be drafted); - the addition of a
new article dealing with both Community and national type-approval requirements for tractors. ?

Wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors: maximum design speed

The Commission accepted the common position insofar as it was in line with the initial proposal and took account of the amendments
requested by the European Parliament and accepted by the Commission.?
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Wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors: maximum design speed

The Council's common position largely reflects the initial proposal, taking account of the amendments adopted by Parliament and accepted by
the Commission in its amended proposal. However, the common position stipulates that the Member States should adopt, publish and
implement the provisions required to comply with the directive by a date within 12 months of its publication. The Council took account of the
spirit of a Parliament amendment, which was not incorporated into the Commission's amended proposal, in a declaration calling on the
Commission to consider the issue of the extension of the Community type-approval system for agricultural and forestry tractors to cover trailers
and tractors with a maximum design speed in excess of 40 km/h, laying down the requisite safety and environmental protection rules to govern
these vehicles and, if necessary, to put forward proposals without delay.?

Wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors: maximum design speed

The rapporteur highlighted the issues of safety and limitation of pollution. As the amendments tabled by Parliament at first reading had been
largely integrated in the common position, she recommended that this be adopted. Commissioner Bangemann said only that the Commission
would prepare a proposal on the technical questions which applied over 40 km/h.

Wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors: maximum design speed

In adopting the recommendation for second reading by Mrs Heidi HAUTALA (Greens, Fin), the European Parliament approved, unamended,
the common position on the amendment of a series of Directives on the maximum design speed of wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors. ?

Wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors: maximum design speed

OBJECTIVE: to amend framework directive (74/150/EEC) and certain individual directives on the maximum design speed of wheeled
agricultural or forestry tractors, in order to ensure freedom of movement within the internal market and improve road and passenger safety.
COMMUNITY MEASURE: European Parliament and Council Directive 97/54/EC. CONTENT: the directive which has been adopted seeks: - to
amend the framework directive and the individual directives on European type-approval for tractors in order to increase the maximum design
speed of the vehicle from 30 to 40 km/h; - to amend directive 76/432/EEC on braking in order to introduce new technical specifications
reflecting the fact that in future tractors will be permitted to run at faster speeds. Two of the recitals of the directive focus on the need: - to
improve and harmonise all safety aspects, such as the installation of safety belts; - to draw up Community legislation on pollution from tractors.
ENTRY INTO FORCE: 30/10/1997 DEADLINE FOR TRANSPOSITION: 23/09/1998 ?


