
1996/2150(INI)

Procedure file

Basic information

INI - Own-initiative procedure

Inter-regional cross-border cooperation

Subject
4.70.05 Regional cooperation, cross-border cooperation

Procedure completed

Key players

European Parliament Committee responsible Rapporteur Appointed

REGI  Regional Policy

PSE  MYLLER Riitta

18/01/1995

Key events

05/09/1996 Committee referral announced in
Parliament

  

22/04/1997 Vote in committee  Summary

22/04/1997 Committee report tabled for plenary A4-0161/1997  

16/05/1997 Debate in Parliament  

16/05/1997 Decision by Parliament T4-0262/1997 Summary

16/05/1997 End of procedure in Parliament   

02/06/1997 Final act published in Official Journal   

Technical information

Procedure reference 1996/2150(INI)

Procedure type INI - Own-initiative procedure

Procedure subtype Initiative

Legal basis Rules of Procedure EP 54

Stage reached in procedure Procedure completed

Committee dossier REGI/4/08108

Documentation gateway

Committee report tabled for plenary, single reading  A4-0161/1997
OJ C 167 02.06.1997, p. 0003

22/04/1997 EP  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2062
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-4-1997-0161_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-4-1997-05-16-TOC_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-4-1997-0161_EN.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/oj/daily-view/L-series/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:1997:167:TOC


Text adopted by Parliament, single reading  T4-0262/1997
OJ C 167 02.06.1997, p.

0227-0245

16/05/1997 EP Summary

Inter-regional cross-border cooperation

Riitta MYLLER (PES, FIN) saw her draft report adopted on cross-border and inter-regional cooperation. The Committee considered that the
EU's cross-border cooperation requires additional resources to develop cooperation and safeguard stability in regions close to the EU's
borders. The future regional policy should increasingly stress cross-border cooperation in all border areas and at the same time improve the
associated countries' readiness for membership of the Community. Inter-regional cooperation in its present form lacks an adequate strategy
and the funding instruments are scattered and fragmentary. It was suggested that a single Community fund be set up to support inter-regional
multi annual cooperation based on strategic thinking and exchanges of knowledge and experience. The rapporteur underlined the importance
of cooperation in the Mediterranean and Baltic region and asked that a single Baltic programme be adopted. Regional cooperation should also
be developed in Europe's Arctic regions and should be reinforced in the Barents Sea region, so that the environmental problems in this region
(Kola Peninsula) can be tackled. Mrs MYLLER felt that a cooperation strategy should be drawn up for the regions on the borders with Russia
and Central and Eastern European countries.?

Inter-regional cross-border cooperation

In adopting the report by Mrs Riitta MYLLER (PSE, FIN) on cross-border cooperation, the European Parliament took the view that EU
cross-border cooperation required additional resources and that the Community should attach greater importance to border regions. This
cooperation should primarily be directed at, and prepare for, the accession of the associated countries. Noting that examples of real
cross-border cooperation were still few in number as a result of administrative and operational difficulties, Parliament proposed setting up a
single Community fund to promote the systematic development of cross-border cooperation between the EU and third countries. This fund
would support inter-regional, multiannual cooperation based on strategic thinking and exchanges of knowledge and experience, and all regions
would be eligible to participate in it. Parliament also considered that it was essential to set up operational programmes in conjunction with the
funding programmes and that the financing of actions in the regions should be encouraged through national co-financing projects. Reiterating
that procedures for access to programmes should be simplified, Parliament called for the management of the INTERREG II programme to be
scaled down. At administrative level, the Commission should review its current system, which was too centralised, and should contemplate a
system of internal collaboration, between its Directorates-General, in consideration of the cooperation programmes with third countries. As
regards actions, Parliament called for steps to be taken towards the financing of measures in the shipping sector (setting up of a shipping
information group, protection of the maritime environment, etc.). In addition, there should be an improvement in regional and local information
and a single 'counter' should be set up to provide information to project promoters (rather than a proliferation of Community and national
information). In the area of cooperation, all forms of synergy should be encouraged, including that with Community research projects.
Furthermore, programmes such as MEDA should include a 'cross-border' category. More particularly, as regards PHARE and TACIS,
Parliament called for greater cooperation with financing allocated under INTERREG IIC. Greater priority should be given to the judicious use of
resources in respect of cross-border cooperation between the EU and third countries as well as to the harmonisation of the INTERREG II,
TACIS and PHARE programmes. Lastly, Parliament advocated: - the establishment of the legal and fiscal conditions needed to make the most
of cross-border activity zones, - the coordination of regional and economic aid instruments on both sides of the Community borders, - the
promotion of cross-border social cooperation so as to make the best possible use of available facilities and therefore prevent duplication of
effort. It called in particular on Member States to promote cooperation and to take steps to overcome national, bureaucratic and emotional
obstacles to cross-border cooperation by setting up a common framework for cooperation, which would be compulsory in each Member State.
?

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/oj/daily-view/L-series/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:1997:167:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/oj/daily-view/L-series/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:1997:167:TOC

