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Excise duty : reduced rates or exemptions applied to mineral oils used for specific purposes

OBJECTIVE: authorizing Member States to continue to apply to certain mineral oils, when used for specific purposes, existing reduced rates of
excise duty or exemptions from excise duty, in accordance with the procedure provided for in Article 8 (4) of Directive 92/81/EEC.
SUBSTANCE. the proposal for a Decision provides that Member States may continue to exercise the option, up to 31 December 1998, of
obtaining exemptions from excise duty for specific policy considerations. In a report, appended to this proposal, on the situation with regard to
the exemptions or reductions for specific policy considerations, the Commission says that it will submit proposals with a view to improving the
procedure laid down in Article 8 of Directive 92/81/EEC. These proposals will be submitted before 31 December 1996 in the framework of the
new general approach to the taxation of energy products. ?

Excise duty : reduced rates or exemptions applied to mineral oils used for specific purposes

By adopting the report by Mr Patrick COX (ELDR, Irl), the European Parliament approved the Commission proposal. It believes that the
Member States should be able to benefit, until 31 December 1999 (rather than 31 December 1998), from the possibility of obtaining
derogations from the general system of excise duties for reasons associated with specific policies. ?

Excise duty : reduced rates or exemptions applied to mineral oils used for specific purposes

OBJECTIVE: to authorize Member States to continue to apply to certain mineral oils, when used for specific purposes, existing reduced rates
of excise duty or exemptions from excise duty, in accordance with the procedure provided for in Article 8 (4) of Directive 92/81/EEC.
COMMUNITY MEASURE: Council Decision 97/425/EC. CONTENT: under the decision adopted, certain exemptions or reductions will be
abolished from 1 January 1998, while others will continue to be authorized until 31 December 1998 or 31 December 1999 and may then be
extended subject to certain conditions. The Commission will examine the reductions or exemptions on a regular basis in order to ensure that
they are compatible with the internal market and other objectives of the Treaty.?
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