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Equal treatment for men and women: statutory and occupational social security schemes

This proposal for a Council directive concerns the completion of the implementation of the principle of equal treatment for men and women in
statutory and occupational social security schemes. It would complement directives 79/7 and 86/378 which already deal with the principle of
equal treatment and would extend the principal to: (a) the provisions of statutory shcemes concerning survivors benefits end family benefits;
(b) the corresponding provisions of occupationnal schemes (including those concerning the family benefits of occupational schemes for
self-employed workers); (c) the areas excluded or deferred in the two above-mentionned directives; (d) the provisions concerning social
assistance, where they are intended to supplement the benefits referred to under (a), (b), (c) or to replace them.

Equal treatment for men and women: statutory and occupational social security schemes

The European Parliament in its first reading made some amendments to the proposed directive. These include: - More precise definitions of
"individual entitlements" and "derived entitlements". The former means the entitlements derived from professional activity and entilements
conferred under systems which guarantee basic coverage for all citizens. - the entitlement to widow's/widower's benefits apples to established
couples living within the limits and in accordance with the provisions laid down by the Member States. - the principle of equal treatment means
no discrimination on the grounds of the sex or marital status of the deceased parent or the sex of the orphan, and no distinction between
legitimate and natural children. - the possibility for men and women to benefit in the same way from flexible pensions will not constitute an
infringement of this directive. - with regard to pensions derived entitlements shall be granted in addition to individual entitlements upto the
maximum amount payable under the most favourable entitlement.?

Equal treatment for men and women: statutory and occupational social security schemes

The Directorates General or responsible departments have asked for this proposal to be withdrawn. The reasons are indicated as follows: A)
for objective reasons (change of de facto situation, objectives already achieved by other means, etc) B) because the Commission has now
adopted another approach : - the proposal is replaced implicitly, - a new proposal is in preparation, - no planned replacement.?
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