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Agricultural prices 1997/1998: aid for fibre flax and hemp, measures to promote the use of flax
fiber

Agricultural prices 1997/98 - flax and hemp - flax: in the scheme for flax the amount of aid actually reaching the beneficiary is reduced by a
certain amount to be used to finance promotional activities for the use of flax fibre. For several years it has been apparent that following the
expansion of areas the annual amount of the reduction has systematically exceeded the expenditure for promotional activities. The
Commission has therefore proposed for the 1997/98 marketing year to cancel this amount. It is thus proposed to limit to its current level the
amount paid to the beneficiary, i.e. to set the amount of aid at ECU 815.86 /ha, i.e. the current amount (ECU 865.48/ha) less the amount
currently used for promotional activities (ECU 49.62/ha). - hemp: the Commission considers that the difference between the aid for flax and the
aid for hemp should not be reduced so that the current trend to increase the area planted to hemp is not encouraged. The Commission
therefore proposes a reduction of 7.5% in aid for hemp, which means that it will be set at ECU 716.63/ha (instead of ECU 774.74/ha for the
previous marketing year). ?

Agricultural prices 1997/1998: aid for fibre flax and hemp, measures to promote the use of flax
fiber

Agricultural prices 1997/1998 - Fibre flax and hemp Adopting the report by Mr Robert STURDY (PPE, UK), Parliament was in favour of
maintaining aid to hemp (ECU 774.63 per hectare) although the Commission proposed a 7.5% reduction. The cost would be ECU 1 million.
Pursuant to the Regulation on flax fibre, aid should be granted, from the 1998/1999 marketing year, only when there is a sales contract with a
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recognized processor. ?

Agricultural prices 1997/1998: aid for fibre flax and hemp, measures to promote the use of flax
fiber

Agricultural prices 1997/1998 - Fibre flax and hemp. The Council adopted Regulation (EC) No 1415/97. Flax: the amount withheld for
promotional activities was set at zero and the current amount of net aid paid to producers was maintained, as proposed by the Commission. If
it proves necessary to reintroduce a deduction for promotional activities for the use of fibre flax, the level of aid will be increased accordingly.
Hemp: 7.5% reduction in aid, as proposed by the Commission. The Council called on the Commission to study the possibility of introducing
obligatory contracts between hemp producers and the hemp processing industry.?


