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15/05/1998 EP Summary

Genetic resources in agriculture: implementation of Regulation (EC) No 1467/94. Report

OBJECTIVE: to present the report from the Commission on the implementation of Regulation (EC) No 1467/94 on the conservation,
characterization, collection and utilization of genetic resources in agriculture. CONTENT: the aim of Regulation (EC) No 1467/94 is to
coordinate, promote at Community level and support the work undertaken in the Member States to conserve, characterize, collect and utilize
genetic resources in agriculture. It therefore makes provision for a first Community programme, adopted for a period of five years (1994-1999)
with an estimated budget of ECU 20 million. This report contains the results of the review of the programme during its third year of
implementation, together with an analysis of the situation, especially the financial aspects. With regard to the management of the programme,
the Commission has formulated the following conclusions and recommendations: - expenditure for animal genetic resource projects should be
increased: the amount available per call for proposals for the remaining two years (1998 and 1999) should be increased to +/- ECU 5 million,
so that optimum use can be made of funds still available and funds can be balanced between plant genetic resource projects and more costly
animal genetic resource projects; - special efforts should be made to complete the Commission "inventory of resources" so that it can be
published on the World Wide Web; - efforts should be made with regard to support measures which have not as yet been activated. There is a
particular need for: . seminars, workshops and technical conferences, especially on the sustainable utilization of genetic resources; . training,
coupled with aid to the NGOs which manage genetic resources in their daily work.?

Genetic resources in agriculture: implementation of Regulation (EC) No 1467/94. Report

The Committee adopted the reportsby Mr Graefe zu BARINGDORF (Greens, DE). It concerns the implementation of Regulation 1467/94 on
the promotion at Community level of the activities of conservation, collection and utilization of genetic resources in agriculture. The various
implementing measures for this regulation include a standing inventory of such resources, shared-interest projects funded jointly by the EU
and the Member States, and coordination of measures adopted at different levels. The committee adopted the report by unanimous vote.
Other points made in it include a proposal for increased financial and human resources to back up the regulation, and some criticisms of the
Commission, for not doing enough to promote exchanges between gene banks and not acting to improve the quality of the resource inventory.
The committee also proposes extending the programme to the applicant states and setting up an independent forum to include representatives
of all the interested parties. ?

Genetic resources in agriculture: implementation of Regulation (EC) No 1467/94. Report

In adopting the report by Mr Friedrich-Wilhelm GRAEFE ZU BARINGDORF (Greens, D) Parliament considered that there was a need for a
considerable increase in the financial endowment of Regulation 1476/94/EC and criticized the Commission's lack of willingness to assume the
role of coordinator correctly with regard to the funding and staffing of the programme. Parliament stressed the need to improve the quality of
the permanent inventory of collected resources so that in situ collections, animal resources and species of trees in particular might be better
recorded and described and their specific qualities in respect of utilization better depicted. It considered that there was an urgent need to
extend the programmes to the new applicant countries from the pre- accession phase. The Commission was called on to change the
requirements to be satisfied by the promotion of projects on a cost-sharing basis and by concerted actions in such a way that account was
taken not only of individual species but also of related groups of species and their specific environment. Parliament lastly called for an
independent forum to be set up within the framework of the accompanying measures. ?
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