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 Regulation 1998/622
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CCEEs applicant for membership : assistance in the framework of the pre-accession strategy

OBJECTIVE: to provide a new form of assistance to the countries of Central and Eastern Europe in the framework of the pre-accession
strategy. SUBSTANCE: the Commission proposes providing Community assistance in implementing the pre-accession strategy being
undertaken in the context of the partnership with each of the applicant countries. The assistance will concentrate on the priorities stated in the
Commission's opinions on the various applicant countries (see COS0590, "AGENDA 2000"). The Community financial assistance will be
administered by the Commission and will respect the priorities stated in the above opinions. The Phare programme will be the main source of
Community assistance. The Council is to take a qualified-majority decision by 15.03.1998, on the basis of a proposal from the Commission, on
the principles, priorities and general conditions of the accession partnerships so that the Commission can take account of its views in
connection with the partnerships. The financial assistance will be programmed in accordance with the procedures laid down by the
Regulations on the financial instruments or programmes concerned. The same procedures will be adhered to when making any adjustments to
the partnerships. The granting of pre-accession aid will be subject to respect for the principles of democracy, the rule of law, human rights and
the rights of minorities. The proposal lays down the procedures to be followed in the event of any violation of these principles.?
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CCEEs applicant for membership : assistance in the framework of the pre-accession strategy

In its resolution of 4th December 1997 Parliament gave the go-ahead for the EU's enlargement process. With a view to the official opening of
this process at the European Conference in London on 12th March 1998, the Commission put forward a proposal for assistance to the
applicant countries in central and eastern Europe as part of the pre-accession strategy. The Committee, adopted a report by Arie
OOSTLANDER (EPP, NL) making a number of amendments to the Commission proposal. The committee argued that continued progress on
the political criteria of the system of accession partnerships was essential for the continuation of the accession process. In addition, obligations
with regard to adoption of the acquis communautaire and in particular social and environmental issues should be part of the system. In line
with Parliament's resolution of 4th December, the committee called for the EP to be consulted before the Council decides on the principles,
priorities and general conditions for each accession partnership. The report also emphasised that the Commission should keep Parliament
regularly informed of the progress made in implementing each accession partnership. In Mr Oostlander's view, EU aid should be subject to the
condition that applicant countries comply with their obligations under the Europe Agreements. Lastly, should the principles of democracy, the
rule of law, respect for human rights or the protection of minorities be violated, the committee called for Parliament to be consulted before the
Council takes the appropriate steps. Such steps could, according to the report, involve financial, economic or budgetary control measures.?

CCEEs applicant for membership : assistance in the framework of the pre-accession strategy

In adopting the report by Mr Arie OOSTLANDER (PPE, NL), Parliament made certain amendments to the Commission proposal on assistance
to the applicant countries in central and eastern Europe (CEECs) in the framework of the pre-accession strategy. In particular, Parliament
wished other criteria to be respected in connection with accession partnerships: -political criteria, on which continued progress was essential
for the continuation of the accession process, -obligations as to the adoption of the acquis communautaire, specifically as to its social and
environmental aspects, -economic obligations incumbent upon a future Member State. The funds for assistance to each applicant country
must be geared to supporting sustainable development. As regards procedure, Parliament asked to be consulted before the Council decided
on the principles, priorities and general conditions of each accession partnership. It also wished the Commission to inform Parliament regularly
about the implementation of each such partnership. In the event of any violation of democratic principles, the rule of law, human rights, or
respect for and protection of minorities, Parliament wished to have the opportunity to deliver its opinion before the Council took the appropriate
measures. Parliament specified that these measures could include measures of a financial, economic and budgetary control nature.?

CCEEs applicant for membership : assistance in the framework of the pre-accession strategy

OBJECTIVE: to establish, pursuant to the European Council in Luxembourg, a single framework within which all forms of Community
assistance to applicant countries are mobilized, as the key feature of pre-accession strategy. COMMUNITY MEASURE: Council Regulation
(EC)622/98 on assistance to the applicant states in the framework of the pre-accession strategy, and in particular on the establishment of
Accession Partnerships. SUBSTANCE: This regulation forms the basic framework for each of the Accession Partnerships of the countries of
Central and Eastern Europe and is the key feature of the pre-accession strategy. These partnerships, established individually with each
applicant, covers the priorities on which preparation for accession must concentrate and the financial resources to implement these priorities
(see COS0684). The regulation has no financial impact, as Community assistance is provided for in the specific programmes and regulations
(principally PHARE and the Europe agreements). The Council, on a proposal by the Commission, shall decide by qualified majority on the
principles, priorities and intermediate objectives of the Accession Partnerships and on subsequent significant adjustments. The grant of
pre-accession assistance will be subject to respect for democratic principles, the rule of law, human rights and minority rights. Where an
element that is essential for continuing to grant pre-accession assistance is lacking or if the commitments contained in the Europe Agreement
or progress towards fulfilment of the Copenhagen criteria are insufficient, the Council, acting by a qualified majority on a proposal from the
Commission, may take appropriate steps with regard to such assistance. ENTRY INTO FORCE: 23.03.1998 ?


