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with a view to the implementation of the fifth framework programme of the European Atomic Energy Community for research and training, the
Commission proposes adopting a specific programme on 'preserving the ecosystem' for the period 1998-2002. The amount deemed
necessary for the implementation of the specific programme is ECU 1141 m (ECU 375 m for 1998-1999; ECU 766 m for 2000-2002). The
objective of the programme is to help exploit the full potential of nuclear energy, partly by making current technologies even safer and more
economic and partly by exploring new promising concepts. It has three distinct components: a) a key action on controlled thermonuclear
fusion, the aim of which is to further develop the necessary basis for the possible construction of an experimental reactor, as well as basic
concepts and technologies required in the long term for the reactor; b) a key action on nuclear fission, the aims of which are to enhance the
safety of Europe's nuclear facilities and the protection of workers and the public from radiation, to help solve waste management problems and
to improve the competitiveness and social acceptability of Europe's nuclear industry; c) research and technological development activities of a
generic nature, the aim of which is to consolidate and advance European knowledge and competence in several areas that are important for
the safe and competitive use of nuclear fission and other industrial and medical uses of ionising radiation and for the management of natural
sources of radiation. ?

RTD 5th framework-programme 1998-2002: preserving the ecosystem. Specific Euratom
programme

The Committee on Research, Technological Development and Energy has adopted the report of Mrs.Matikainen-Kallström(EPP,Fin ) on the
specific programme(EURATOM) about "the protection of ecosystem" and implementing the 5th framework programme. The Committee took
on board a Commission proposal for the distribution of the amount foreseen in two periods: one for 1999 (238,2)and another for 2000-2002
(740,8).The EP and the Council could accept an overall amount for EC and Euratom research activities of Ecu 14.960 million, of which Ecu
13.700m for the EC programme and Ecu 1.260m for the Euratom programme.?

RTD 5th framework-programme 1998-2002: preserving the ecosystem. Specific Euratom
programme

Following the successful conclusion of the conciliation procedure between the Parliament and the Council regarding the Fifth Framework
Programme, the Parliament adopted its opinion on the specific programme for research and training on 'preserving the ecosystem'
(1998-2002). The Parliament's Rapporteur was Marjo MATIKAINEN-KALLSTROM (SF, PPE). The title of the programme was amended to that
of research and training on 'Nuclear Energy'. The overall budget for the programme will be 979 million ECU. Of this amount, 238.2 million ECU
will be available for the 1998/99 period, and 740.8 million for the 2000/02 period. The Parliament also called for the establishment of a
parliamentary committee to oversee the next step of nuclear fusion - the ITER programme involving co-operation with the US, Japan and
Russia and several others designed to ensure more transparency and closer monitoring of thermo-nuclear fusion research. In addition, the
Parliament wants to see a full assessment of current proposals for fusion reactors by an independent consultancy.?

RTD 5th framework-programme 1998-2002: preserving the ecosystem. Specific Euratom
programme

PURPOSE: to adopt a research and training programme (Euratom) in the field of nuclear energy (1998 to 2002). COMMUNITY MEASURE:
Council decision 1999/175/Euratom. CONTENT: the objective of the programme is to help to exploit the full potential of nuclear energy, on the
one hand by making current technologies safer and more economical, and on the other, by exploring new and promising ideas. In accordance
with the Euratom 5th framework programme, the amount deemed necessary for carrying out the specific programme is EURO 979 million
(EURO 238.2 million for the period 1998 to 1999 and EURO 740.8 million for the period 2000 to 2002). Indicative breakdown (in millions of
Euros): a) key actions: - controlled thermonuclear fusion: 788 - nuclear fission: 142 b) research and technological development activities of a
generc nature: 39 c) support for research infrastructures: 10.?


