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A report by Willi ROTHLEY (PES, D) calling for the introduction of a grace period for inventions in national patent laws was adopted
unanimously by the Committee. At present all EU Member States have a rule that where an invention has been made public before the patent
application was filed with the appropriate patent office, the invention can no longer be patented. This is not the case in the United States, for
example, where inventors are granted a grace period of one year after publication within which to file a patent claim. Mr Rothley's own-initiative
report must be seen in the context of current efforts by the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) to secure worldwide harmonisation
of patent law. It calls for the introduction of a grace period of 12 months in the patent laws of EU Member States on the ground that publication
of information on an invention should not affect the patentability of that invention. ?

Introduction of a period of grace in national legislation on legal protection concerning inventions

The European Parliament has rejected the own-initiative report by Mr Willi Rothley (PSE, D) on the introduction of a grace period for
innovations in national patent laws. The resolution was divested of its substance by the House's rejection of paragraph I.


