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Procedure reference 1998/0307(CNS)
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EC 174-p4; EC Treaty (after Amsterdam) EC 300-p2-a1

Stage reached in procedure Procedure lapsed or withdrawn
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Additional information

European Commission EUR-Lex

Basel Convention, annexes I, VIII, IX: hazardous wastes, transboundary movements and disposal

PURPOSE : Proposal for a Council Decision on the approval, on behalf of the Community, of the amendment of Annex I and the adoption of
new Annexes VIII and IX to the Convention on the control of trans-boundary movements of hazardous wastes and their disposal (Basel
Convention), as laid down in Decision IV/9 of the Conference of the Parties. CONTENT: In February 1998, Decision IV/9 was adopted by
consensus by the Fourth Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention. Its Annex VIII is a list of wastes that the Convention's Technical
Working Groups characterised as hazardous and its Annex IX is a list of wastes that the Technical Working Group characterised as not
covered by its definition. Decision IV/9 also amended Annex I, adding to it a number of explanatory notes in relation to Annexes VIII and IX.
The amended and additional Annexes to the Convention will come into force for all Parties to the Convention which have not notified the
Depository that they are unable to accept an Annex, six months after the date of communication of the adoption of the Annexes by the
Depository, in accordance with Article 18, paragraph 2, c) of the Convention.?

Basel Convention, annexes I, VIII, IX: hazardous wastes, transboundary movements and disposal

The Basle Convention of 1989 calls for a prohibition on the export of waste from industrialised to developing countries. The signatory states
thought it necessary because more and more toxic waste was being exported to third world countries under the guise of "raw material" or "for
recycling". The Committee agreed on March 16 to approve the amendment of Annexes I, VIII and IX of the Convention to clarify differences
between hazardous and non-hazardous waste. However, rapporteur Marilies FLEMMING (EPP,A) referred to inconsistencies between the
classification in the Basle Convention and that used in the European inventory of hazardous wastes. She also pointed out that the prohibition
on the export of waste had not yet come into force because not enough signatories had ratified the Basle Convention. She asked the
Commission to enable countries to ratify by making information and technical assistance available. ?

Basel Convention, annexes I, VIII, IX: hazardous wastes, transboundary movements and disposal

Under consultation procedure, the European Parliament adopted the legislative resolution by Marialiese Flemming (PPE,AT), which approves
the Commission proposal for a Council decision on the approval, on behalf of the Community, of the amendment of Annex I and the adoption
of new Annexes VIII and IX to the Convention on the control of transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and other disposal (Basel
Convention), as laid down in Decision IV/9 of the Conference of the Parties.?

Basel Convention, annexes I, VIII, IX: hazardous wastes, transboundary movements and disposal
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As announced in Official Journal C 5 of 9 January 2004, the Commission decided to withdraw this proposal, which had become obsolete.


