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European Commission: approval of appointment of Members and of President, Romano Prodi

By 392 votes to 72, with 41 abstentions, the European Parliament has approved the appointment of Mr Romano Prodi as President of the
European Commission for the remainder of the Commission's term of office. ?

European Commission: approval of appointment of Members and of President, Romano Prodi

The announcement by Mr Romano PRODI, president-designate of the new European Commission, of the list of Commissioners he wishes to
appoint has set in motion a process which is due to culminate in an investiture vote at Parliament's part-session in September. The 20
proposed Commissioners are: - Mr Michel BARNIER (France): Regional policy; - Mr Frits BOLKESTEIN (Netherlands): Internal market; - Mr
Philippe BUSQUIN (Belgium): Research; - Mr David BYRNE (Ireland): Health & Consumer protection; - Mrs Loyola DE PALACIO DEL
VALLELERSUNDI (Spain): vice-president. Relations with the European Parliament, Transport & Energy; - Mrs Anna DIAMANTOPOULOU
(Greece): Employment & Social affairs; - Mr Franz FISCHLER (Austria): Agriculture & Fisheries; - Mr Neil KINNOCK (United-Kingdom):
vice-president. Administrative Reform; - Mr Pascal LAMY (France): Trade; - Mr Erkki LIIKANEN (Finland): Entreprise & Information Society; -
Mr Mario MONTI (Italy): Competition; - Mr Poul NIELSON (Denmark): Development & Humanitarian Aid; - Mr Christopher PATTEN
(United-Kingdom): External Relations; - Mrs Viviane REDING (Luxemburg): Education & Culture; - Mrs Michaele SCHREYER (Germany):
Budget; - Mr Pedro SOLBES MIRA (Spain): Economic & Monetary Affairs; - Mr Gunter VERHEUGEN (Germany): Enlargement; - Mr Antonio
VITORINO (Portugal): Justice & Home Affairs; - Mrs Margot WALLSTRÖM (Sweden): Environment. The hearings of the would-be
Commissioners by Parliament's committees will begin on the afternoon of August 30th and end on the morning of September 7th. ?

European Commission: approval of appointment of Members and of President, Romano Prodi

The European Parliament approved the appointment of Mr. Romano Prodi as President of the Commission to run until 22 January 2005 by
414 to 142 with 35 abstentions. In a series of separate votes, Mr. Prodi's term of office to replace the existing Commission to run until
22/01/2000 by 446 votes to 123, with 23 abstentions, while the appointment of the Commission to run for the same term was approved by 427
to 138 with 29 abstentions. In two other votes, the appointment of Mr. Prodi as President from 23/01/2000 to 22/01/2005 was approved by 426
votes to 134, with 32 abstentions, while the appointment of the Commission for the same period was approved by 404 to 153 with 37
abstentions. Prior to the approval vote, MEPs voted 508 to 51 with 28 abstentions in favour of a resolution calling for the establishment of an
inter-institutional agreement to confirm the new code of conduct between the Commission and the Parliament, as set out by Mr. Prodi in his
earlier address to political group leaders. In his acceptance speech, Mr. Prodi agreed to this. He reaffirmed his commitment to transparency,
efficiency, reporting to Parliament and accountability. While he referred to the importance of 'collegiality', he stated that this would not be used
as a shield to avoid responsibility by individual Commissioners. In addition, protection would be given to officials seeking to expose
wrong-doings. The Parliament's concern regarding closer dialogue with the citizen was taken up by Mr. Prodi who intends to issue policy
guidelines in early 2000. He also emphasised the need to restore consumer confidence on such issues as food safety and to promote
sustainable development. The European Parliament will be involved in preparations for the forthcoming IGC to decide on the necessary
reforms for enlargement and as a basis for issues to be discussed. He mentioned that he had commissioned a report by three experts. Job
creation and the reform of the welfare system would be high on his agenda, as well as enlargement.
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