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Reliefs from duty: beer imports into Finland, temporary derogation (amend. Regulation (EEC)
No 918/83)

PURPOSE : to amend Regulation 918/83/EEC as regards a temporary derogation for duty-free imports of beer into Finland. CONTENT :
Finland has requested to be able to benefit from a derogation from the values set out in Regulation 918/83/EEC and has asked to apply a
quantitative limitation for duty-free beer imports from third countries. Therefore, it is proposed to authorise Finland until 31/12/2005 to apply a
quantitative limit of not less than 6 litres for duty-free imports of beer.?

Reliefs from duty: beer imports into Finland, temporary derogation (amend. Regulation (EEC)
No 918/83)

The committee adopted the report (consultation procedure) by Astrid LULLING (EPP/ED, L) approving, subject to a few non-binding
amendments, the Commission proposal on amending the directives on temporary quantitative restrictions on beer imports into Finland. The
proposal stemmed from a request by the Finnish government to prolong existing legislation limiting beer imports into Finland. Because of the
high duty on beer in Finland, there had been a huge increase in private imports of beer from Russia and Estonia. One of the amendments
adopted was designed to ensure there would be no discrimination against Estonia, should it join before 1 January 2006. Another amendment
recognised that Finland had fiscal sovereignty with regard to excise duties, but pointed out that a reduction of excise differentials with other EU
Member States could help to prevent an increase in cross-border shopping levels in future when Finland would be obliged to implement fully
its single market responsibilities and hence to ease the current restrictions on intra-EU personal imports. ?

Reliefs from duty: beer imports into Finland, temporary derogation (amend. Regulation (EEC)
No 918/83)

In its first reading, the European Parliament adopted the resolution drafted by Astrid LULLING (EPP/ED, Luxembourg) amending the proposal
on a temporary derogation for duty free imports of beer into Finland. Whilst no substantial amendments were made to the proposal, an
addition to the recitals stated that Finland has fiscal sovereignty to apply excise taxes at a level it deems most appropriate. Whilst the
provisions of this proposal do not affect that status, Finland may decide that a reduction of excise differentials with other Member States could
help prevent an otherwise likely increase in cross-border shopping levels as the current restrictions on intra-EU personal imports are eased.?
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Reliefs from duty: beer imports into Finland, temporary derogation (amend. Regulation (EEC)
No 918/83)

PURPOSE : to amend Regulation 918/83/EEC as regards temporary restrictions on beer imports into Finland. COMMUNITY MEASURE :
Council Regulation 1671/2000/EC amending Regulation 918/83/EEC as regards a temporary derogation for duty-free imports of beer into
Finland. CONTENT : this Regulation has been amended so as to authorise Finland, until 31.12.2005, to apply a quantitative limit of no less
than 6 litres for duty-free imports of beer. ENTRY INTO FORCE : this Regulation shall enter into force on 01.11.2000.?


