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Combating major communicable diseases: accelerated action within the context of poverty
reduction

PURPOSE : to present the communication from the Commission on accelerated action targeted at major communicable diseases within the
context of poverty reduction. CONTENT : this communication on the need for accelerated action targeted at major communicable diseases as
a burden on the poorest and an obstacle to development, analyses the major political issues involved, reports on the rationale for continuous
Community involvement, and sets out a framework with three broad areas for targeted action. These three areas for targeted action include: 1)
reaching optimal impact of existing interventions, services and commodities targeted at the major communicable diseases affecting the
poorest populations; 2) increasing affordability of key pharmaceuticals through a comprehensive and synergistic global approach; 3) increasing
investment in research and development of global goods targeted at three major communicable diseases. An accelerated Community
response to the major communicable diseases should be seen as part of and complementary to ongoing Community investments in health
and poverty reduction. For the response to be effective, coherent efforts of the Commission in conjunction with the EC Member States, partner
countries, international and civil society partners and other stakeholders are required, as are greater innovation and more rapid action than
traditional development assistance allowed for so far. The policy framework set out in the communication is the Community's first response to
the recommendations of the G8 Summit held in Okinawa in July 2000. The framework will be broadly discussed during a high level Round
Table with all interested parties, in particular developing countries, EU Member States, European Parliament, international development
agencies, civil society, researchers and the pharmaceutical industry. The results of the Round Table will provide valuable input to the
Commission in formulating a programme for action.?

Combating major communicable diseases: accelerated action within the context of poverty
reduction

This Commission's Programme for Action develops the policy framework presented in the September 2000 Communication on "Accelerated
Action targeted at major communicable diseases within the context of poverty reduction". It establishes a broad and coherent Community
response, over the period 2001-2006, to the global emergency caused by the three major communicable diseases, HIV/AIDS, malaria and
tuberculosis, which most affect the poorest populations and which undermine global health. The Programme, as part of an expanded global
effort, targets actions to increase; the impact of existing interventions, the affordability of key pharmaceuticals, and research and development
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of specific global public goods to confront these diseases in developing countries. The Commission will prioritise investment in health, aids and
population in the context of poverty reduction. A greater focus on communicable diseases will be provided through options including; the
redirection of unspent resources, guidance on future programming exercises and the use of regional funds. More effective aid management
processes will speed up the disbursement of funds to improve health. While the overall approach will be comprehensive, targeting the support
for better health. The Commission will maintain a major focus on prevention. Investment in strengthening pharmaceutical policies will include
the appraisal of opportunities to develop local production capacities. The Commission will seek to work in close cooperation with the UN, the
G8 partners and the World Bank, civil society and EU Member States to, based on each partner's comparative advantage, to enable greater
coordination, complementarity and efficiency of international funding. The European Community will seek to increase the affordability of key
pharmaceuticals through attention to issues related to taxes and tariffs in developing countries. The European Community will also work
towards the introduction of tiered pricing as the norm for the poorest developing countries, while seeking to prevent re-importation to the EU
market. Investment will build capacity within developing countries on health and trade-related issues, including implementation of the TRIPs
Agreement. Moreover, building increased capacity for research in developing countries will be a priority. The Framework presented identifies
main actions, potential partners and instruments, and will be further detailed within specific work plans following endorsement of this
Programme for Action. Lastly, appropriate mechanisms, resources and partnerships will be put in place to monitor implementation of this
Programme for Action, and to participate in a global monitoring system encompassing the efforts of all the international partners.?

Combating major communicable diseases: accelerated action within the context of poverty
reduction

The committee adopted the report by Bashir KHANBHAI (EPP-ED, UK) on the Commission communication. It called for funding to be
increased and priority to be given to reinforcing healthcare services and structures in developing countries. The EU should devote 10% of its
development aid spending to policies aimed at combating the main communicable diseases and supporting health systems and population
programmes. Such action should combine prevention (e.g. through information and immunisation programmes), treatment (including access to
drugs and health structures) and research into vaccines and drugs suited to the population in developing countries. The committee felt that the
Commission should devote particular attention to preventing HIV infection in the 15-24 age group, where half of all new HIV infections were
occurring, and also to the situation of women and young girls. The report focused on the need to make essential medicines available at
reasonable prices in the developing countries, and on the related issues of patents, generic medicines and the TRIPS agreement. It called for
the Commission to be granted a mandate to propose ways and means of reviewing the relevant articles of the agreement and to launch a
debate within the WTO on reconciling the TRIPS agreement with the public health interests of the developing countries. It also proposed that
the 6th Framework Programme should devote considerable funding to the often-neglected area of research into diseases of the poor. Other
measures suggested included the establishment of a global fund for infectious diseases (FFID), with support from the EU, G8, the World Bank,
IMF and public and private contributions. Allocations to such a fund should be in addition to existing aid efforts. Lastly, the committee proposed
that a research agency be set up for distributing new vaccines and treatments. ?

Combating major communicable diseases: accelerated action within the context of poverty
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The European Parliament voted to approve the resolution by Mr Bashir KHANBHAI (EPP-ED, UK). (Please refer to the previous text).?


