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 Decision 2002/2045
   OJ L 316 20.11.2002, p. 0001-0003 Summary

Interoperability of and access to trans-European networks for the electronic interchange of data
between administrations (IDA)

PURPOSE : to present a proposal for a decision amending Decision 1720/1999/EC adopting a series of actions and measures in order to
ensure interoperability of and access to trans-European networks for the electronic interchange of data between administrations (IDA).
CONTENT : the second phase of the IDA Programme (IDA II) was adopted by the European Parliament and the Council in their decisions
1719/1999/EC (Guidelines decision) and 1720/1999/EC (interoperability decision) of July 12 1999. Article 9 and 13 respectively of the two
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decisions require the Commission to submit a first evaluation of the IDA II Programme to the European Parliament and the Council no later
than the draft budget for the year 2001, together with appropriate proposal for the amendment of the Annex of the Guidelines decisions and
any appropriate proposal for the amendment of the interoperability decision. The objective of Decision 1720/1999/EC is for the Community to
achieve a high degree of interoperability between the trans-European telematic networks established between Member States and the
Community institutions in order to support the establishment of economic and monetary union and the implementation of Community policies,
as well as to achieve substantial benefits for Member State administrations and the Community by streamlining operations and speeding up
implementation of new networks and enhancements. More specifically, the objective of the present proposal is to fulfil the requirement laid
down in Article 13 of Decision 1720/1999/EC to submit a first evaluation of the implementation of that decision to the European Parliament and
the Council, together with any appropriate proposal for the amendment of that decision. It has to be noted, however, that the Protocol to
amend decision 1720/1999/EC is not only based on the evalaution results, but also takes into account the first one-and-a-half year of
experience in implementing the decision and the context provided by the e-Europe initiative and related action plan. Three types of
amendments can be distinguished for the proposal to amend decision 1720/1999/EC: 1) changes in legal and political obligations and
concerns an adaptation of the committee procedure in accordance with Council Decision 1999/468/EC and extension of the IDA II programme
to Malta and Turkey, as well as providing the possibility for candidate and non-member countries to use, at their own costs and under certain
conditions, IDA generic services; 2) improvements in the practical conditions, the introduction of a financial reference for the period 2002-2004
(the financial has only been set for the period 1998-2000 in the current decision) and to spread best practice; 3) requirements resulting from
the new initiatives, notably the e-Europe action plan.?

Interoperability of and access to trans-European networks for the electronic interchange of data
between administrations (IDA)

The Council agreed on a general approach, pending the Opinion of the European Parliament, on the updating of the second phase of the
programme, under way since 1999, to promote the establishment and use of trans-European networks for the electronic interchange of data
between administrations (IDA). The Council instructed the Presidency to forward this approach informally to the Parliament with a view to
reaching an agreement at the first reading if possible. The Council's approach concerns two proposals designed to amend: - Decision
1719/1999/EC on a series of guidelines, including the identification of projects of common interest, for IDA networks; - Decision 1720/1999/EC
adopting a series of actions and measures in order to ensure interoperability of and access to IDA networks. The aim of the programme is to
facilitate the interchange of data in order, inter alia, to support the implementation of Community policies. The amendments concern: -
adapting the committee procedure to the new rules on the subject (introduced by Decision 1999/468/EC); - extending the programme to
certain non-Community countries; - introducing a financial reference for the period 2002-2004, namely EUR 39,8 million for the "guidelines"
Decision and EUR 34,2 million for the "interoperability" Decision; - taking account of new initiatives such as the eEurope Action Plan.?

Interoperability of and access to trans-European networks for the electronic interchange of data
between administrations (IDA)

The committee adopted the report by Imelda Mary READ (PES, UK) approving the proposal under the codecision procedure (1st reading),
subject to a few amendments. It wanted to extend the scope of the proposal to services oriented towards the public and not just for internal
administrative purposes, arguing that this was important for the development of e-government and was amongst the priorities defined at the
Barcelona European Council. One amendment proposed adding telematics networks in the area of tourism, environment, consumer protection
and public health protection to the Annex of the guidelines. With a view to improving information and speeding up decision-making, the report
also called for the IDA work programme to be drawn up by the Commission each year to include a breakdown of past expenditure by project
for the previous year(s), an estimate of the future costs to be funded by the Community and the Member States and a short statement on the
results/services developed from these past expenditures. Lastly, the committee reinstated the text of the current article requiring the
Commission to report annually to the TAC (Telematics between Administrations Committee, composed of representatives of the Member
States) on the implementation of the Decision. ?

Interoperability of and access to trans-European networks for the electronic interchange of data
between administrations (IDA)

Using its procedure without debate, the European Parliament adopted a resolution drafted by Mel READ (PES, UK). (Please refer to the
document dated 22/05/02.) Parliament drew attention to the recommendations contained in the Declaraiton issued at the Ministerial
Conference on e-Government on 29 November 2001 in Brussels as well as the conference on e-Government in Stockholm on 14 June 2001.?

Interoperability of and access to trans-European networks for the electronic interchange of data
between administrations (IDA)

PURPOSE : to amend Decision 1720/1999/EC adopting a series of actions and measures in order to ensure interoperability of and access to
trans-European networks for the electronic interchange of data between administrations. COMMUNITY MEASURE : Decision 2045/2002/EC
of the European Parliament and of the Council. CONTENT : to recall, the second phase of the IDA Programme (IDA II) was adopted by the
European Parliament and the Council in their decisions 1719/1999/EC (Guidelines decision) and 1720/1999/EC (interoperability decision) of
July 12 1999. Article 9 and 13 respectively of the two decisions require the Commission to submit a first evaluation of the IDA II Programme to
the European Parliament and the Council no later than the draft budget for the year 2001, together with appropriate proposal for the
amendment of the Annex of the Guidelines decisions and any appropriate proposal for the amendment of the interoperability decision. The
objective of Decision 1720/1999/EC is for the Community to achieve a high degree of interoperability between the trans-European telematic
networks established between Member States and the Community institutions in order to support the establishment of economic and monetary



union and the implementation of Community policies, as well as to achieve substantial benefits for Member State administrations and the
Community by streamlining operations and speeding up implementation of new networks and enhancements. More specifically, the objective
this Decision is to fulfil the requirement laid down in Article 13 of Decision 1720/1999/EC to submit a first evaluation of the implementation of
that decision to the European Parliament and the Council, together with any appropriate proposal for the amendment of that decision. It has to
be noted, however, that the Protocol to amend decision 1720/1999/EC is not only based on the evaluation results, but also takes into account
the first one-and-a-half year of experience in implementing the decision and the context provided by the e-Europe initiative and related action
plan. Three types of amendments are made to amend decision 1720/1999/EC: 1) changes in legal and political obligations and concerns an
adaptation of the committee procedure in accordance with Council Decision 1999/468/EC and extension of the IDA II programme to Malta and
Turkey, as well as providing the possibility for candidate and non-member countries to use, at their own costs and under certain conditions,
IDA generic services; 2) improvements in the practical conditions, the introduction of a financial reference for the period 2002-2004 which has
been set at EUR 32.4 million and to spread best practice; 3) requirements resulting from the new initiatives, notably the e-Europe action plan.
ENTRY INTO FORCE : 20 November 2002.?


