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Judicial cooperation : genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, European network.
Initiative Netherlands

This document consists of a note from the Permanent Representative of the Netherlands to the Secretary-General of the Council. In particular,
this note presents an amended version of the Dutch initiative which aims to create a European network of contact points in respect of persons
responsible for genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. This document specifies precise details of the contacts point's primary
tasks (collect and manage information) as well as other pieces of information to be supplied at the time of a request by one or other of the
Member States in the framework of the investigation. Lastly, this new version also clarifies the use of the information collected within the
framework of the network.?

Judicial cooperation : genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, European network.
Initiative Netherlands

PURPOSE : to present an initiative from Netherlands with a view to the adoption of a Council Decision setting up a European network of
contact points in respect of persons responsible for genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. CONTENT : the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court of 17 July 1998 affirms that the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole, in
particular genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, must not go unpunished and that their effective prosecution must be ensured by
taking measures at the national level and by enhancing international cooperation. This proposal states that each Member State shall designate
a contact point for the investigation of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. Each contact point's primary task shall be to collect
and manage information on the aforementioned crimes in the framework of their investigation. Member States shall ensure that contact points
exchange, spontaneously or on requests, any available information that may be relevant to the investigation of such crimes, in accordance
with their national powers. Each request made under this Decision shall be accompanied by a brief statement of the relevant facts known to
the requesting contact point. The contact point shall specify in the requests how the information sought will be used. ?

Judicial cooperation : genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, European network.
Initiative Netherlands

The committee adopted the report by Timothy KIRKHOPE (EPP-ED, UK) approving the proposal under the consultation procedure subject to
just a few amendments. It stipulated, for example, that the contact points should be an office within the police or justice departments and could
be existing contact points for cooperation in other criminal matters. It also said that police cooperation should be subject to adequate political

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/content/out?lang=EN&typ=SET&i=ADV&RESULTSET=1&DOC_ID=11587%2F01&DOC_LANCD=EN&ROWSPP=25&NRROWS=500&ORDERBY=DOC_DATE+DESC
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/content/out?lang=EN&typ=SET&i=ADV&RESULTSET=1&DOC_ID=11658%2F01&DOC_LANCD=EN&ROWSPP=25&NRROWS=500&ORDERBY=DOC_DATE+DESC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/oj/daily-view/L-series/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:2001:295:TOC
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-5-2002-0036_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-5-2002-0149_EN.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2003:127E:SOM:EN:HTML
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2003:127E:SOM:EN:HTML
http://ec.europa.eu/prelex/liste_resultats.cfm?CL=en&ReqId=0&DocType=CNS&DocYear=2001&DocNum=0826
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!CELEXnumdoc&lg=EN&numdoc=32002D0494
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:L:2002:167:SOM:EN:HTML


and judicial control in the Member States, and details of the contact points should be publicly available. Furthermore, information on the
network of contact points should be provided to the European Parliament for its annual debate on police and judical cooperation in criminal
matters. Lastly, the committee was concerned to ensure that closer cooperation bewteen police forces was not detrimental to fundamental
human rights. It therefore stipulated that a contact point could refuse to divulge information not only on the grounds that such information could
impair a criminal investigation, as stated in the proposal, but also on the grounds that it could prejudice an individual's rights of defence. ?

Judicial cooperation : genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, European network.
Initiative Netherlands

The European Parliament adopted the resolution drafted by Timothy KIRKHOPE (EPP-ED, UK). (Please refer to the document dated
20/02/02.) In addition, Parliament stipulated that the Council must publish details of the contact point in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.?

Judicial cooperation : genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, European network.
Initiative Netherlands

PURPOSE : to set up a European network of contact points in respect of persons responsible for genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes. COMMUNITY MEASURE : Council Decision 2002/494/JHA setting up a European network of contact points in respect of persons
responsible for genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes CONTENT : the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court of 17 July
1998 affirms that the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole, in particular genocide, crimes against
humanity and war crimes, must not go unpunished and that their effective prosecution must be ensured by taking measures at the national
level and by enhancing international cooperation. This Decision states that each Member State shall designate a contact point for the
exchange of information concerning the investigation of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. In addition, each contact point's
task shall be to provide on request, in accordance with the relevant arrangements between Member States and applicable national law, any
available information that may be relevant in the context of investigations into genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes or to facilitate
cooperation with the competent national authorities. The Council will inform the European Parliament of the functioning and effectiveness of
the European network of contact points in the context of the annual debate held by the European Parliament pursuant to Article 39 of the
Treaty. Member States shall ensure that they are able to cooperate fully in accordance with the provisions of this Decision at the latest one
year after this Decision takes effect. This Decision shall take effect on the 13 June 2002.?


