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Biosafety: transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms, Cartagena Protocol

PURPOSE : the conclusion of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. CONTENT : the promotion of measures at itnernational level to deal with
regional or worldwide environmental problems, including the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, is one of the objectives of
the Community's policy on the environment. The Cartegena Protocol on Biosafety was adopted in Montreal on 29 January 2000. It provides a
framework, based on the precautionary principle, for the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms resulting from modern
biotechnology that may have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking into account risks to
human health and specifically focussing on transboundary movements. This proposal approves the Protocol on behalf of the Community.?

Biosafety: transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms, Cartagena Protocol

The committee adopted the report by Jonas SJÖSTEDT (EUL/NGL, S) approving the proposal without amendment under the consultation
procedure.?
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Using its procedure without debate, the European Parliament adopted its resolution drafted by Jonas SJOSTEDT (EUL/NGL, Sw) and
approved the proposal by 502 votes in favour, 3 against and 23 abstentions.?

Biosafety: transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms, Cartagena Protocol

PURPOSE : to approve, on behalf of the Community, the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. COMMUNITY MEASURE : Council Decision
2002/628/EC concerning the conclusion, on behalf of the European Community, of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. CONTENT : the
Council adopted a Decision approving the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety on behalf of the Community. The Member States, which must also
ratify the Protocol at national level, undertook to take all necessary measures to finalise their ratification procedures as soon as possible. This
Decision will enable the European Union - which would like to ensure that as much progress as possible is made with regard to all the major
Conventions resulting from the 1992 Rio Conference - to inform the World Conference on Sustainable Development taking place in
Johannesburg from 26 August to 4 September 2002 that its ratification procedure has been completed. Finalised in Montreal in January 2000
and linked to the Convention on Biodiversity (CBD), the Protocol is an environmental agreement covering, among other issues, the
identification and labelling of living modified organisms (LMOs) and the transboundary movements of such organisms.?


