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 Decision 2003/861
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Counterfeit euro coins: analysis and cooperation

PURPOSE : to present a proposal for a Council Decision concerning the cooperation with regard to counterfeit euro coins. CONTENT : to
recall, Council Regulation 1338/2001/EC laying down measures necessary for the protection of the euro against counterfeiting provides for the
analysis and classification of counterfeiting coins by the Coin National Analysis Centre (CNAC) in each of the Member States and by the
European Technical Analysis and Scientific Centre (ETSC). The Commission has provided, since the year 2000, the framework for the
co-ordination of the relevant actions of those technical authorities. Since 2001, the ETSC has been carrying out its tasks on a temporary basis
at the French Mint with administrative support and management provided by the Commission. The aim of the proposed Council Decision is to
formally assign to the Commission responsibility to ensure the functioning of the ETSC and the co-ordination of the activities of the competent
technical authorities to protect the euro against counterfeiting.?

Counterfeit euro coins: analysis and cooperation

In accordance with the opinion of 1 October 2003 given by the Council's Financial Counsellors, it has been proposed to extend the principles

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2003/0426/COM_COM(2003)0426_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!DocNumber&lg=EN&type_doc=COMfinal&an_doc=2003&nu_doc=426
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2003:202:SOM:EN:HTML
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2003:202:SOM:EN:HTML
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/content/out?lang=EN&typ=SET&i=ADV&RESULTSET=1&DOC_ID=13203%2F03&DOC_LANCD=EN&ROWSPP=25&NRROWS=500&ORDERBY=DOC_DATE+DESC
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/content/out?lang=EN&typ=SET&i=ADV&RESULTSET=1&DOC_ID=13203%2F03&DOC_LANCD=EN&ROWSPP=25&NRROWS=500&ORDERBY=DOC_DATE+DESC
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-5-2003-0377_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-5-2003-0491_EN.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!CELEXnumdoc&lg=EN&numdoc=32003D0862
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:L:2003:325:SOM:EN:HTML
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:L:2003:325:SOM:EN:HTML
http://ec.europa.eu/prelex/liste_resultats.cfm?CL=en&ReqId=0&DocType=CNS&DocYear=2003&DocNum=0158
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!CELEXnumdoc&lg=EN&numdoc=32003D0861
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/oj/daily-view/L-series/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2003:325:TOC


and objectives laid down in the proposed Council Decision of 17 July 2003 to countries which have not accepted the euro as their single
currency. (Please refer to the former initial proposal and the revised initial proposed dated 9 October 2003).?

Counterfeit euro coins: analysis and cooperation

PURPOSE : to formally assign to the Commission the responsibility to ensure the functioning of the ETSC and the co-ordination of the
activities of the competent technical authorities to protect the euro coins against counterfeiting. PROPOSED ACT : Council Decision.
CONTENT : to recall, on 17 July 2003 the Commission submitted to the Council the above proposal in order to give a permanent basis to the
existing co-operation between the European Technical and Scientific Centre provisionally established at the French Mint and the Coin National
Analysis Centres established by Member States for the purposes of the analysis and classification of counterfeit euro coins. The Commission
proposes as a legal basis for this Council Decision Article 123 par. 4 of the Treaty, which does not prescribe consultation of the European
Parliament. The Commission suggests, however, to consult the European Parliament on a facultative basis. On 1 October 2003, Financial
Counsellors agreed to suggest to COREPER and Council to split the proposal in two separate legal texts, namely : - first a Council Decision
based on Article 123 par. 4 in order to give a permanent basis to the European Technical and Scientific Centre and to the Coin National
Analysis Centres - secondly a Council Decision extending the applicability of the first Decision to non participating Member States, which
Decision would be based on Article 308 of the Treaty. For this last text, obligatory consultation of the European Parliament would become
necessary. The above suggested split in two legal texts follows a precedent of 2001, whereby the Council adopted a similar solution, namely in
Council Regulation No. 1338/2001 laying down measures for the protection of the euro against counterfeiting (based on Article 123 par. 4 and
applicable to participating Member States only) in combination with Council Regulation 1339/2001 (based on Article 308) extending the effects
of Regulation 1338/2001 to non participating Member States). COREPER is invited to confirm the approach agreed by Financial Counsellors
and the two draft Council Decisions as agreed by Financial Counsellors (attached) and consequently to decide to consult the European
Parliament in this respect. The present proposal is in accordance with the text proposed in July 2003 as far as the content is concerned. It is
accompanied by a second text which sets out the principles of the proposed Decision to the countries which have not adopted the euro as a
single currency.?

Counterfeit euro coins: analysis and cooperation

The committee adopted the report by Gerhard SCHMID (PES, D) approving the proposal without amendment under the consultation
procedure.?

Counterfeit euro coins: analysis and cooperation

The European Parliament adopted a resolution drafted by Gerhard SCHMID (PES, Germany) and approved the Council proposal. Parliament
also asked to be consulted on the initial Commission proposal. It felt that under Article 10 of the Treaty, Parliament should also have been
consulted on the legislative proposal to which the draft decision relates, and that merely notifying Parliament of the basic text diminishes its
role in the decision-making process.?

Counterfeit euro coins: analysis and cooperation

PURPOSE : to formally assign to the Commission the responsibility to ensure the functioning of the ETSC and the co-ordination of the
activities of the competent technical authorities to protect the euro coins against counterfeiting. LEGISLATIVE ACT : Council Decision
2003/861/EC concerning analysis and cooperation with regard to counterfeit euro coins. CONTENT : this Decision shall formally assign to the
Commission the responsibility to establish the European Technical and Scientific Centre and ensure its functioning and the coordination of the
activities of the competent technical authorities to protect euro coins against counterfeiting. In order to ensure the continuity and independence
of the protection of euro coins against counterfeiting, the Commission shall be given responsibility for performing the activities of the ETSC and
for ensuring the coordination of the competent technical authorities in their actions in this field. ENTRY INTO FORCE : 08/12/2003. The
Decision is addressed to the Member States which have adopted the euro as their single currency.?

Counterfeit euro coins: analysis and cooperation

PROPOSED ACT : Council Decision 2003/862/EC extending the effects of Decision 2003/861/EC concerning analysis and cooperation with
regard to counterfeit euro coins to those Member States which have not adopted the euro as their single currency. CONTENT : In adopting
Decision of 2003/861/EC concerning analysis and cooperation with regard to counterfeit euro coins the Council provided that it is to have
effect in those Member States which have adopted the euro as their single currency. It is important that the euro should enjoy the same level
of protection in those Member States which have not adopted it and the necessary provisions should be taken to that end. Therefore, Council
Decision 2003/861/EC concerning analysis and cooperation with regard to counterfeit euro coins shall be extended to those Member States
which have not adopted the euro as their single currency. ENTRY INTO FORCE : 08/12/2003. This Decision is addressed to those Member
States which have not adopted the euro as their single currency.?


