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26/10/2005 EP Summary

Resolution on the strategy against an influenza pandemic

The European Parliament adopted a resolution on the strategy against an influenza pandemic. It considered the warnings by the WHO and the
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) about a potential influenza pandemic to be extremely serious. An outbreak in
one Member State or in the EU's neighbouring areas would cause an immediate health threat to the whole European Union. Parliament urged
Member States to take all necessary steps to prevent recombination of H5N1 into a flu virus that can be transmitted from person to person.
Workers in and connected to the poultry sector must be vaccinated as a matter of priority. In this connection, prior provision must be made for
emergency plans in the event of human contamination, and that such emergency plans must seek to: secure the necessary coordination
between Member States and consultation with third countries; avoid panic among the general public, and determine the areas to be isolated a
priority; identify the population groups to be vaccinated as a priority; ensure fair and universal distribution of products against a human
influenza pandemic; and provide for an effective public communication and information strategy.

Parliament also urged the Council to come to an agreement on influenza preparedness plans which should include advance purchase
agreements to ensure adequate supplies of vaccines and antivirals to meet pandemic demand as well as antibiotics to treat secondary
infections.  

Parliament went on to call on the Commission to strengthen its coordinating role in close collaboration with the ECDC and to support the
efforts of Member States by offering technical advice for their preparedness planning.

Member States are asked to increase influenza vaccination coverage before a pandemic in accordance with WHO recommendations, which
will also encourage industry to expand production capacity to meet the expected pandemic demand for vaccines. Member States must target
chicken farmers as part of the highest-priority wave of vaccination in order to reduce the chances of recombination of human and avian
influenza viruses at one of the most important potential interfaces. Parliament reminded Member States that stockpiling vaccines and antivirals
with a view to a pandemic will be less costly than the losses after an outbreak without vaccines.

Parliament also suggested that the Commission consider the possibility of using the EU Solidarity Fund as a precautionary instrument for
pre-emptive action in preparation for an influenza pandemic, including the production of new vaccines and the development of new testing
methods. The principal source of infection still remains the countries of South-East Asia.

Parliament called on the Commission and Member States to support a vaccination programme for all chicken farmers in countries affected by
avian influenza, noting that these workers are at one of the most important interfaces between the human and avian influenza viruses, where a
strain causing a global pandemic could originate. Inspections, investigating the trekking routes of migratory birds, random screening of animals
and vaccination against avian influenza can be effective tools to supplement disease control measures. Finally, Parliament  urged the Member
States and the Commission to make available funds for assistance to South Asian countries in combating the disease in terms of expertise
and finance.

Resolution on the strategy against an influenza pandemic

The Council was briefed by the Commission on the situation regarding the propagation of avian influenza and a possible influenza pandemic. It
took note of a progress report on work on the preparation of an EU action plan and on the provision of assistance to third countries.

The Council adopted the following conclusions:

In its conclusions, the Council welcomed the productive work that had taken place to date. It noted that the Health Ministers? Informal
concluded that effective co-ordination between EU Member States was essential; that clear, calm and consistent communication was key; and
that international co-operation forward to a further discussion of this issue at the 9 December Council (Employment, Social Policy, Health and
Consumer Affairs).

The Council welcomed the initial paper on principles and priorities to guide the provision of assistance to third countries, and the continuing
work in collaboration with the Commission to develop a comprehensive plan on the avian influenza and human influenza pandemic threats, as
compiled by the Presidency, and discussed by Member States at the 28 October meeting of the Presidency Group. The Council looks forward
to the completion of the comprehensive Plan as soon as possible.

The Council also welcomed the Commission?s and Member States? emphasis on the needs of third countries and the need for the
Commission and Member States to act in support of the roles, mandates and priorities of the relevant multilateral organisations (FAO, OIE,
WHO).

The Council once again agreed that it would keep the situation under review and return to it if the situation required it.

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-6-2005-0334_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-6-2005-0548_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-6-2005-0406_EN.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2006:272E:SOM:EN:HTML
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2006:272E:SOM:EN:HTML

