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1) OBJECTIVE The multiannual IDA programme represents the European Community's contribution to the implementation of the projects of
common interest and the action needed to ensure the interoperability of the trans-European networks concerned. 2) CONTENTS 1. This
proposal fits into the framework of the action being carried out by the European Community on data interchange between administrations
(summary 1.17.1). The Community needs to establish a framework for its contribution to implementing the trans-European data
communications networks between administrations where the objectives of the proposed measures cannot be adequately attained by the
Member States and are therefore, by virtue of the scale and the implications of the measures in question, best carried out at Community level.
2. The multiannual IDA (interchange of data between administrations) programme will run for five years from the date of the Decision. 3. The
programme consists of two parts: * To support projects of common interest on computerized interchange of information, data and documents
between administrations within the Community. The support includes feasibility studies and Community support for the practical
implementation of the various projects. * To ensure the interoperability of data communications networks and applications, increase their
reliability and reduce the costs. This part consists of providing technical interconnection solutions for the various administrations (defining a
common architecture, harmonizing technical standards, etc.). 4. The Commission will be assisted by an advisory committee composed of the
representatives of the Member States and chaired by the representative of the Commission. The Committee may examine any question
relating to the interchange of data between administrations. Source : Commission Européenne - Info92 - 12/95?
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The two amendments adopted to the second report on the multiannual programme related to the role of the EP in the implementation of the
multiannual programme and the need to involve parliaments, as well as administrations, in the activities covered by the IDA programme. ?
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The European Parliament approved the Commission proposal subject to the two amendments it tabled, which aimed to: - ensure that
Parliament was informed of all the measures submitted when they were forwarded to the advisory committee together with the indicative
timetable established for the adoption of the measures by the Commission, - involve the national parliaments, together with the
administrations, in the activities covered by the IDA programme. The Commission accepted all the amendments tabled by Parliament. ?
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The Market Review Committee unanimously adopted a proposal for a legislative resolution on the legal basis adopted by the Council. This
proposal questions the choice of the legal basis and considers that it should be based on Article 129 D3. ?
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Parliament questioned the relevance of the legal basis proposed by the Council (Article 235) and took the view that the Commission's proposal
should be based on Article 129 D (3) of the EC Treaty. ?
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The Commission's modified proposal: - accepts and rewords the amendment, which provides for the Commission to keep Parliament
informed, by making reference in the recital to the Delors/Plumb interinstitutional agreement regarding the provision of information to
Parliament on the measures submitted to the Committee by the Commission and by indicating clearly that this arrangement would be
applicable in special cases; - incorporates the amendment which seeks to include national administrations in the awareness, information and
training campaigns provided for within the framework of the IDA programme. ?
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OBJECTIVES: - to provide support for projects of common interest on the computerized interchange of data between administrations within
the Community, as defined within the framework of the guidelines relating to data communications networks between administrations; - to
ensure the interoperability of data communications networks and applications. COMMUNITY MEASURE: Decision 95/468/EC on the
Community contribution to the computerized interchange of data between administrations within the Community (IDA). SUBSTANCE: - The



decision lays down the Community contribution to certain projects on the computerized interchange of data between administrations which are
aimed at promoting cooperation between the said bodies. This interchange concerns the information, data and documents required for the
proper functioning of the Community, and in particular for the establishment and functioning of the single market; - To this effect the decision
draws up a list of projects for 1995, 1996 and 1997 which, it has been recognized, are in need of a Community contribution if they are to be
made operational throughout the Community (for example the introduction of electronic mail based on X.400, the improved exchange of data
between Member States and between the latter and the Community institutions, the communication and administration of official documents,
the provision of generic services, quality control and sectoral projects); - The financial reserve set aside for implementing these projects in
1995 and 1996 is ECU 60 m; - The directive lays down the framework conditions which have to be met when a Community contribution is to
be made; - In implementing the decision the Commission is to be assisted by a committee composed of representatives of the Member States
and chaired by a representative of the Commission; - The Commission, acting in conjunction with the Member States, is to carry out mid-term
and retrospective assessments and will monitor the actions covered by the decision on a regular basis. - The decision will apply until
31.12.1997. ?


