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Excise duties on mineral oils (amend. Direct. 92/12/EEC, 92/81/EEC and 92/82/EEC)

In amending Directives 92/12/EEC, 92/81/EEC and 92/82/EEC, the proposal for a directive aimed to improve the procedures for applying
excise duties with a view to ensuring the smooth operation of the internal market. To this end, it would be advisable to: - exclude totally the
territory of San Marino from the scope of the Community directives on excise duties; - exclude the customs procedure for exports from the
excise-duty suspension arrangements; - establish that, when the dispatch of products subject to excise duty gave rise to a declaration placing
those products under an internal transit procedure or under the TIR or ATA Convention procedure, such declaration served as the
accompanying document for excise-duty purposes; - use the simplified accompanying document as provided for in Commission Regulation
(EEC) No 3649/92 when products subject to excise duty were released for consumption in a Member State and were intended to be moved to
that same Member State via the territory of another Member State; - indicate on the accompanying document any losses that occurred in the
course of intra-Community movement; - provide for an optional guarantee, in place of those currently in existence, to be provided by the
transporter or owner of the products; - provide for the possible waiving of the intra-Community movement guarantee for authorised
warehousekeepers depending on the mode of transport used or when the total duty involved was low in value; - lay down the conditions that
the consignor of mineral oils should meet if he was not to complete the box relating to the consignee on the accompanying document where
the latter was not known at the outset; - provide for the possibility of additional measures being adopted regarding spot checks; - permit the
information shown on the copies of the accompanying document intended for the competent authorities of the Member States of departure and
destination to be transmitted by computerised means; - provide for the return copy to be transmitted to the consignor by fax in order to ensure
that the operation was duly and speedily concluded; - simplify the procedure for discharging the accompanying document for products subject
to excise duty moving regularly between tax warehouses located in two Member States; - lay down the conditions under which the armed
forces and other organisations may benefit from excise-duty exemption; - lay down specific provisions with regard to exemptions for certain
products subject to excise duty that were imported from third countries; - reduce the list of products that came under the category of mineral
oils to only those products currently used as fuels; - clarify the concept of additives and that of fuels from renewable resources; - grant
compulsory exemption at Community level for mineral oils injected into blast furnaces for chemical reduction purposes; - specify that mineral
oils released for consumption in a Member State, contained in the fuel tanks of motor vehicles and intended to be used as fuel by such
vehicles, were exempt from excise duty in other Member States; - update the CN codes relating to leaded and unleaded petrol in the light of
the amendments made in the latest version of the Integrated Tariff of the European Communities. ?

Excise duties on mineral oils (amend. Direct. 92/12/EEC, 92/81/EEC and 92/82/EEC)

The harmonisation of excise duties was the subject of three directives that entered into force on 1 January 1993. After having been
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implemented for a year and a half, it became apparent that certain technical adjustments were necessary in order to simplify the general
directive on the transport and movement of products subject to excise duty. The report presented by Mr Bill MILLER was adopted by the
committee. With this simplification in mind, the Commission text proposed various exemptions on a range of marginal operations affecting
events in daily life. The rapporteur welcomed the introduction of adjustments likely to simplify daily life for citizens and prevent useless
administrative procedures. However, Amendment No 1 did away with the exemption for products subject to excise duty to be used by
monarchs or heads of state. The committee supported its rapporteur on this point, who felt that such a measure was inappropriate at a time
when citizens were facing significant economic difficulties. The second amendment related to comitology. As far as the committee was
concerned, the Commission should be given greater responsibility as well as a greater capacity for action. ?

Excise duties on mineral oils (amend. Direct. 92/12/EEC, 92/81/EEC and 92/82/EEC)

Parliament approved the Commission proposal subject to two amendments aimed at: - doing away with the exemption for products subject to
excise duty to be used by monarchs or heads of state; - granting the Commission greater responsibility as well as a greater capacity for
reaction with regard to the application of the directive. In particular, the Commission, taking account of the committee's opinion, could adopt
measures which applied immediately, but if they were not in accordance with the opinion of the committee, or in the absence of any opinion,
the Council could change or cancel these measures within three months. The Commission accepted this amendment in part. ?

Excise duties on mineral oils (amend. Direct. 92/12/EEC, 92/81/EEC and 92/82/EEC)

The Council directive amended Directives 92/12/EEC, 92/81/EEC and 92/82/EEC with a view to adjusting the arrangements for the systems
applying excise duties in order to ensure the smooth operation of the internal market. According to the directive, it was necessary to: - exclude
the customs procedure for exports from the "excise-duty" suspension arrangements; - establish that, when the dispatch of products subject to
excise duty gave rise to a declaration placing those products under an internal transit procedure or under the TIR or ATA Convention
procedure, such a declaration served as the accompanying document for excise duty purposes; - use the simplified accompanying document
as provided for in Regulation (EEC) No 3649/92 when products subject to excise duty were released for consumption in a Member State and
were intended to be moved to that same Member State via the territory of another Member State; - indicate on the accompanying document
any losses occurring in the course of intra-Community movement; - provide for an optional guarantee, in place of those currently in existence,
to be provided by the transporter or owner of the products; - provide for the possible waiving of the intra-Community movement guarantee for
authorised warehousekeepers in accordance with the form of transport used or in cases where the level of duty in question was low; - lay
down the conditions that the consignor of mineral oils should meet if he was not to complete the box relating to the consignee on the
accompanying document where the latter was not known at the outset; - provide for the possibility of additional measures being adopted
regarding spot checks; - permit the information shown on the copies of the accompanying document intended for the competent authorities of
the Member States of departure and destination to be transmitted by computerised means; - provide for the return copy to be transmitted to
the consignor by fax in order to ensure that the operation was duly and speedily concluded; - simplify the procedure for discharging the
accompanying document for products subject to excise duty moving regularly between tax warehouses located in two Member States; -
stipulate that the use of tax marking or national identification marks should not affect any provisions laid down by Member States to ensure
that current tax legislation was implemented properly and to avoid any fraud, evasion or abuse; - lay down the conditions under which the
armed forces and other organisations could benefit from excise-duty exemption; - define the products which came under the category of
mineral oils and which were to be subject to the general excise control arrangements; - allow the refund of excise duties paid on contaminated
or accidentally mixed mineral oils sent back to a tax warehouse for recycling; - grant compulsory exemption at Community level for mineral oils
injected into blast furnaces for chemical reduction purposes; - specify that mineral oils released for consumption in a Member State, contained
in the fuel tanks of motor vehicles and intended to be used as fuel by such vehicles were exempt from excise duty in other Member States; -
update the CN codes relating to leaded and unleaded petrol in the light of the amendments made in the latest version of the Integrated Tariff of
the European Communities. Member States should comply with the directive by 1 July 1995 at the latest. ?


