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HANDYNET: continued development of the HANDYNET system 1995-1996 in the framework of
HELIOS II for disabled people

This proposal for a decision aimed to continue the development of the HANDYNET system achieved within the framework of the HELIOS II
programme for disabled persons from 1 January 1995 to 31 December 1996. HANDYNET was a European multilingual computerised
information system designed to provide information for disabled persons. The aim of this decision was to create two new information modules
within the current system: the first relating to training and employment for disabled persons and the second relating to access to public places.
Other amendments were provided for in relation to the dissemination of information (dissemination by CD-ROM for example). ?

HANDYNET: continued development of the HANDYNET system 1995-1996 in the framework of
HELIOS II for disabled people

The committee adopted the report on the HANDYNET computerized information and documentation system, introduced in 1988 within the
framework of the HELIOS II Programme. The system provides a databank designed to assist disabled people and provides information on
technical aids manufactured within the Community. The Commission is proposing that the system should continue and be extended to include
two mew modules concerned with training, employment and accessibility of public places. The committee adopted amendments to the
Commission proposals calling in particular for the limitation of the HANDYNET system to the technical aids module of the database and
considered that the information within it should be extended to include a quality criterion. In addition, they demanded the greater availability of
this data to European, national and regional representative bodies concerned with disabled people. Finally, the committee adopted an
amendment calling for a report by the Commission to be submitted by 31 December 1995 at the latest, which would evaluate the HANDYNET
system and take into account the opinions of all representative organizations for disabled people. ?
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HELIOS II for disabled people

$summary.text

HANDYNET: continued development of the HANDYNET system 1995-1996 in the framework of
HELIOS II for disabled people

Parliament approved the Commission proposal subject to six amendments. These amendments aimed to: - encourage the continuation of the
Handynet system but limit the exiting database to the technical aids module; - stress the need to promote conditions to facilitate distribution of
the system; - ensure that the Commission reported on measures taken to facilitate access to the system for users and on arrangements for
financial implementation; - ensure that Handynet established effective cooperation with ISO and CEN with a view to including European
standards at an early date in the technical aids database; - modify the system before 31 December 1996 in such a way that the Commission
and the national data collection centres cooperated in the distribution of the data and the CD-ROM was made available free of charge to all
representative bodies concerned with disabled people; that the information in the technical aids module was rendered compatible with the data
on the research and technological development programmes in the framework of TIDE; and that the costs were borne pro rata by the parties
involved; - ensure that the Commission submitted to Parliament and the Council, no later than 31 December 1995, an external evaluation of
the system, indicating clearly the number of people who were using the database, for which purpose the opinions of all representative
organisations for disabled people should be sought. The Commission accepted all these amendments. ?

HANDYNET: continued development of the HANDYNET system 1995-1996 in the framework of
HELIOS II for disabled people

This proposal for a decision was adopted by the Council of Ministers. The Handynet system would be continued for the period from 1 January
1995 to 31 December 1996 in the framework of the activities undertaken to date on the first "technical aids" module, including the following
aspects: - electronic message service; - electronic newspaper; - multilingual database. ?


