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OJ L 366 31.12.1994, p. 0001 Summary

Definition, description and presentation of spirit drinks, Uruguay Round

The purpose of this proposal for a regulation is to amend Regulation (EEC) No 1576/89 and Regulation (EEC) No 1601/91 following the results
of the Uruguay Round negotiations, so as to bring them into line with the obligations under articles 23 and 24 of the agreement on
trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights which forms an integral part of the agreement creating the World Trade Organization. The
proposed changes will give interested parties the right to prevent the illegal use of indications of geographical origin protected by a third
country belonging to the World Trade Organization, subject to certain circumstances.?

Definition, description and presentation of spirit drinks, Uruguay Round

The committee unanimously adopted the report by Mrs RANDZIO-PLATH approving the text proposed by the Commission without
amendment. The GATT agreement makes provision for indications of regional origin on spirit drinks to be legally protected from abusive
imitation. Commercial intellectual property holders will be able to take legal action against third countries using protected geographical
indications illegally.?

Definition, description and presentation of spirit drinks, Uruguay Round

The Council's common position incorporates the European Parliament's amendments calling for a new article making provision for the
Commission to present the European Parliament and the Council with a report on the application of the planned measures and for the
regulation to enter into force on 1 January 1995 (to be applied as of 1 January 1996). For the rest, the Council kept to the terms of the initial
proposal, with the exception of the procedure for deciding any terms of application of the provisions in the new articles on protection in the
Community of geographical indications on products from third countries. Here the Council felt it was preferable to use the so-called "lll (a)"
procedure provided for in the regulations amended by this proposal.?

Definition, description and presentation of spirit drinks, Uruguay Round

Parliament approved the Commission proposal subject to two amendments calling for: - the Commission to present the European Parliament
and the Council of Ministers with an annual report on acts in force, backed up by suitable statistics, - the regulation to enter into force on 1
January 1995. The Commission accepted these amendments.?

Definition, description and presentation of spirit drinks, Uruguay Round

The European Parliament approved the common position without amendment.?

Definition, description and presentation of spirit drinks, Uruguay Round

OBJECTIVE: to bring the regulations laying down general rules on the definition and presentation of spirit drinks and aromatised wines into
line with the obligations under articles 23 and 24 of the agreement on trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights which forms part of
the agreement creating the World Trade Organisation. COMMUNITY MEASURE: European Parliament and Council Regulation (EC) No
3378/94 amending Regulation (EEC) No 1576/89 and Regulation (EEC) No 1601/91 on the definition and presentation of spirit drinks and
aromatised wines following the Uruguay Round negotiations. CONTENT: . The amendments introduced in the regulation grant interested
parties the right to prevent the illegal use of indications of geographical origin protected by a third country belonging to the World Trade
Organisation, subject to certain conditions. . The Commission will present the European Parliament and the Council with an annual report on
the application of the acts in force, backed up by suitable statistics. - Date of entry into force: 1 January 1995 - The regulation will apply as of 1
January 1996.?
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