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NAFO pilot observer scheme applicable to fishing vessels

The proposal for a regulation seeks to amend Regulation (EEC) No 3928/92 establishing a NAFO pilot observation scheme applicable to
Community fishing vessels operating in the Regulatory Area of the North-West Atlantic Fisheries Organization. The proposal is aimed solely at
extending this observer programme - in which the Community, as a contracting party to the NAFO Convention, has been participating - by one
year until 31.12.1995. This extension should in no way change the duties or numbers of the observers appointed by the Member States to
implement the programme. The Member States may continue to expect financial contributions from the Community in order to implement the
pilot programme. ?

NAFO pilot observer scheme applicable to fishing vessels

The committee unanimously adopted the report by Mr Robin TEVERSON (LLIB.UK) on the extension of the current pilot observer scheme for
NAFO waters. Under the scheme contracting parties whose fleet spend in excess of 300 fishing days in NAFO waters are expected to place
observers on those vessels for 10% of days. In admitting that the present scheme was limited and widely acknowledged by members as
inadequate, the rapporteur wondered whether it had not now been overtaken by events. The explanation of the Commission representative
was that, while it might indeed soon be superseded, it did currently remain valid. The Committee considered therefore that its approval of the
scheme extension would provide the Commission with the correct signal to assist them in achieving a permanent settlement with Canada.

NAFO pilot observer scheme applicable to fishing vessels

As far as the EP?s amendments were concerned, Commissioner PAPOUTSIS stated that he could take over Amendments Nos 1 and 4 calling
for full information for the European Parliament. The Commissioner also supported the essence of the other amendments.

NAFO pilot observer scheme applicable to fishing vessels

The European Parliament approved this proposal for a regulation with the following amendments: - the European Union should play a more
significant role in the protection of fish stocks in the area covered by this agreement and throughout the world; - before any prolongation of the
scheme and before submitting any new proposal concerning the Scheme of Joint International Inspection and Surveillance, the Commission
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should submit a report to the EP and the Council on the implementation and effects of the pilot scheme, and propose means for achieving a
better contribution towards conservation and greater value for money; - the European Union should seek a permanent and strict regime for
conservation measures, with appropriate enforcement provisions, to protect fish stocks in the NAFO area over the long term. ?

NAFO pilot observer scheme applicable to fishing vessels

The Council adopted Regulation (EC) No 1388/95 amending Regulation (EEC) No 3928/92 establishing a NAFO pilot observer scheme
applicable to Community fishing vessels operating in the Regulatory Area of the North-West Atlantic Fisheries Organisation (NAFO). The
amendment was aimed solely at extending this observer programme, in which the Community participated as a contracting party to the NAFO
Convention, for one year (until 31 December 1995). This extension in no way changed the duties or numbers of observers appointed by the
Member States to implement this programme. Member States could continue to expect financial contributions from the Community in order to
implement this pilot programme. When adopting this Regulation, the Commission did not take over any of the amendments tabled by the
European Parliament. The Regulation would enter into force on 28 June 1995. ?


