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In relation to the status of the concession contract negotiations with the bidding consortium for the global navigation satellite system (GNSS)
and its impact on the development of the Galileo project, the Council adopted conclusions urging the bidding consortium, by 10 May 2007, to
ensure the conditions for the resumption of negotiations with the GNSS Supervisory Authority (GSA) by implementing its commitments and
especially the agreement of 5 December 2005, and to continue these negotiations without delay. The Council expects substantial progress to
be achieved in the negotiations, so that by June 2007 the Council has adequate assurance that the concession negotiations are going ahead
successfully, in particular on the basis of a credible roadmap to come to contractual conclusions as soon as possible.

The European Commission is invited to:

- assess and report by the June Council on overall progress of the Galileo project, including the outstanding issues listed by the bidding
consortium as summarised in the Presidency's report and including the project cost and financing thereof, with a view to the swift progress of
the project;

- submit as soon as possible for discussion possible solutions for securing the long-term public financial obligations, as requested in the
Council conclusions of October 2006, including a scenario for the earliest possible provision of EGNOS satellite navigation services as
precursor to Galileo, and to report to the June Council;

- assess progress in the concession negotiations and to submit alternative scenarios, also assessed for costs, risk and affordability, for the
forthcoming June Council meeting.

The Council adopted a decision authorising the Commission to negotiate with non-EU countries with a view to concluding agreements on their
associated membership for participation in the European GNSS Supervisory Authority (GSA). The main objective of this decision is to provide
for a harmonised approach concerning all non-EU countries by clearly defining the modalities of their participation within the GSA.


