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5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:
In its Resolution the European Parliament considers the Commission’s nanotechnology action plan. The Parliament’s Resolution:

· recognises the important role that nanosciences and nanotechnologies can play in achieving the economic, social and environmental goals of the EU; and

· welcomes the Commission’s action plan, supporting all its objectives and initiatives.

The Resolution mentions nanomedicine, nanoelectronics and hydrogen technology as areas of particular importance.

In terms of particular requests, the Resolution focuses on:

· the need to increase publicly funded investment in R&D, especially in the area of appropriate infrastructures;

· the need for an effective, simple and transparent policy for the protection of intellectual property rights, calling in particular on the EU to create a nanoscience and nanotechnology patent monitoring system governed by the European Patent Office;

· the need for an effective knowledge transfer to strengthen the ‘triangle of knowledge’;

· the importance of standardisation as a prerequisite for fair competition, comparative risk assessments and regulatory measures;

· the need for co-ordination at the European level, in particular the need for a ‘Community focal point’, taking into account the activities of OECD on safety aspects, and UNESCO on ethics;

· the need to assess carefully the potential risks posed to human health, consumers, workers and the environment throughout the life cycle of nanotechnology products, emphasizing the fact that knowledge in this area is still limited;

· the need to respect high ethical principles with regard to the applications of nanotechnology and to create a climate of trust;

· the development of nanosciences and nanotechnologies in the new Member States;

· the need for industry to participate in developing nanotechnologies, taking into account their wider economic, societal, health, safety and environmental effects and acting in accordance with the principles of corporate social responsibility; and

· the need to strengthen international co-operation both in research and in strategy, and societal outreach, while praising the Commission’s current activities in these areas.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
All the points mentioned above are addressed in the Commission’s action plan, at least in a qualitative sense. For example, although the budget available under the 7th Framework Programme for Research (FP7) will not represent a doubling of the funding under FP6, it is not unrealistic to expect a doubling of the de facto funding for R&D in nanosciences and nanotechnologies. The progress made in implementing the action plan will be assessed in a report in the form of a Commission communication in 2007; at that time, the action plan may be updated.

The Commission intends to strengthen its activities in all areas which the Parliament’s Resolution identifies as areas of concern. Of particular importance amongst these are the creation of an effective climate for innovation in terms of patents and standardisation
; and a proper implementation of adequate regulation based on a solid assessment of the potential health, safety and environmental (HSE) impacts.

As outlined in the action plan, it is intended to devote much effort in these areas:

· The R&D funding under FP7 for pre-normative and pre-regulatory as well as co-normative and co-regulatory activities  is being enhanced.

· The assessment of potential risks in nanotechnology forms an integral part of the Action Plan, and it is expected that considerably increased funding, in comparison to FP6 and FP5, will be made available to relevant projects, with ambitious goals to be set subject to absorption capacity. This issue will be included in the overall monitoring of the implementation of the Action Plan.

· The Commission will also support through FP7 the engagement of stakeholders including, but not limited to, academia, industry, and citizens, with the aim of establishing a sustained dialogue on nanoscience and nanotechnologies.

· Regulatory issues form an integral part of the Action Plan, and the Commission is carrying out a review of regulation in relation to health, safety and environmental protection, with a view to addressing the potential impact of manufactured nanomaterials or substances at the nanoscale; addressing gaps in knowledge; and further developing guidelines and methods.

· There is strong support, both in FP7 and in the Action Plan, for the participation of industry, through funded projects, the European Technology Platforms and Joint Technology Initiatives.

· The Commission and the European Patent Office have agreed to co-operate on several issues related to nanotechnology. These include the exchange of experts for evaluations, expert groups and workshops for patent analyses, and road mapping exercises. A workshop on patents in nanotechnology is being jointly organised; topics to be addressed include a new patent regime in nanotechnology and the idea of a patent monitoring system.

· Innovation in nanotechnologies will also benefit from complementary actions, such as the new Risk-Sharing Finance Facility (RSFF) and the Competitiveness and Innovation Programme (CIP).

· The Commission will examine the possibility of providing the European standards bodies with a formal mandate, identifying priorities for standards in support of regulation and competitiveness, emphasising the need for co-operation and consultation with international standardisation bodies and with OECD.

Finally, the Commission will strengthen its co-ordination activities, to enable the EU to articulate and project a strong, coherent, consensual European position on nanoscience and nanotechnologies issues.
---------

�e.g. ISO TC/229 on nanotechnologies; TC/352 on nanotechnologies.
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