European Parliament Resolution on the Commission Communication: ‘Thematic Strategy on Urban Environment’

1.
Rapporteur: Gyula Hegyi (PSE/HU)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0233/2006 / P6-TA-PROV(2006)0367

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 26 September 2006

4.
Subject: Commission Communication: ‘Thematic Strategy on Urban Environment’ (COM(2005)718 final)

5.
Background: The 6th Environment Action Programme (EAP) stipulates the development of a thematic strategy on the urban environment with the overall aim “to contribute to a better implementation of existing EU environmental policies and legislation at the local level.”

Extensive consultation of stakeholders and thorough analysis of possible ways forward have taken place. Specifically the measures proposed in the strategy are:

· Guidance to local authorities on (1) an integrated approach to managing the urban environment; and (2) developing sustainable urban transport plans;

· Support for exchange of best practice using Community funding instruments (such as LIFE+ and Cohesion & Research Policy) for demonstration projects and networking between national focal points that builds upon the pilot project “European Urban Knowledge Platform”;

· Support for training and capacity building by using Community funding instruments (e.g. LIFE + Regulation and the European Social Fund);

· Facilitate access to information by establishing a Commission Web portal for local authorities if this is feasible and appropriate.

On 27 June 2006, the Council adopted conclusions on the Strategy. These are supportive of the Commission's approach, and ask for more technical guidance than those already announced in the Strategy.

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:

The Resolution is broadly supportive of the Thematic Strategy regarding substance, but considers it insufficient to meet the goals of the Sixth EAP. The Resolution criticises the lack of legally binding measures and requests the Commission to encourage agglomerations to prepare and implement environmental management plans and urban transport plans. The Resolution, however, takes a positive position on the Commission proposal on the support of clean public transport vehicles. The Resolution also calls on the Commission to (1) set common targets for green areas per capita for new urban developments; and (2) prepare further guidance to implement the forthcoming air quality directive and on water resource management in cities.

Finally, the Resolution calls for the conclusion of an agreement by the institutions in which they would express their dedication to the implementation of all existing Community legislation outlined in the Resolution.

7.
Reply to these comments and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Resolution of the European Parliament can be considered as generally supportive of the approach taken in the Commission's Communication, although there are some elements that the Commission cannot accept:

1. An inter-institutional agreement dedicated to the implementation of existing legislation cited in the Resolution. The Commission has a duty under the Treaty to pursue infringements of Community law. It is, therefore, unnecessary to conclude an inter-institutional agreement to improve compliance with existing Community law.

2. A uniform per capita target for green areas. The Commission is not convinced about the usefulness of such a target, since much depends again on individual local circumstances.

3. Incorporation of core common indicators in the Commission's Guidance documents to allow for comparison between different European Cities. The Strategy states that the Commission will work to improve European data on urban environment issues. This will take time to accomplish and such data will not be ready for the guidance that will be published at the end of 2006 or early 2007.

4.
Guidelines on sustainable water resource management to be established in the context of the impacts of climate change. This initiative is unnecessary because the Water Framework Directive already addresses sustainable water management in urban areas. The Directive also addresses measures for efficient water use. The current discussions on a proposal for a Directive on the assessment and management of floods are equally ignored by the Resolution.
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