Resolution of the European Parliament on Climate Change

1. Political groups which tabled the Resolution pursuant to Rule 103(2) of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure: PPE-DE, PSE, ALDE, Verts/ALE, UEN, GUE/NGL and IND/DEM
2. EP N°: B6-0027/06 / P6_TA-PROV(2006)0019
3. Date of adoption of the Resolution: 18 January 2006

4. Subject: Climate Change
5. Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:

The Resolution follows the successful conclusion of the Montreal Climate Change Conference (the 11th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Conference on Climate Change and the 1st Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol), which took place in Montreal from 28 November to 9 December 2005.
The Resolution welcomes the outcome of the Conference, in particular the agreement to open up discussions on the future climate change regime under both the Kyoto Protocol and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and sets out the European Parliament’s views on how the EU should approach these discussions.
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
	EP resolution main text
	Envisaged follow-up

	4. Welcomes the active engagement of the European Union in helping to promote international agreement at Montreal, but considers that it should not become complacent about its role and urges it to maintain a high level of ambition in future discussions with its international partners;
	The Commission is determined to help ensure that the EU maintains its leadership. The Commission will in particular also work on improving the EU’s outreach, both in preparation for and at the next meeting in Nairobi in November 2006.

	11. Calls for an intensive dialogue between the Parliament, Commission and Council in the run-up to all the above deadlines;
	The Commission will continue sharing information on its views and activities with the European Parliament.

	12. Insists that the EU puts forward an ambitious agenda for both sets of talks, in the Kyoto Protocol and Convention contexts;
	The Commission is determined to help ensure a constructive and ambitious contribution of the EU to the discussions on future action under the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol, including in the submissions referred to in paragraphs 9 and 10 of the Resolution.

	14. Calls for intensive review of the advantages and disadvantages of innovative approaches to complement new mandatory reductions for Annex I industrialised countries, such as the concept of contraction and convergence, and the proposed ‘sectoral pledge approach’, whereby key developing countries would take on voluntary greenhouse-gas-intensity targets for major industrial sectors and would receive market and technology incentives to exceed these targets;
	The Commission supports a discussion on innovative approaches for further action to tackle climate change in the discussions on the future climate change regime. In particular, proposals for ‘sectoral approaches’ are among the approaches that merit further consideration.

	16. Believes that one of the most important ways of combating climate change is by means of technology development, notes that the EU is to step up its technology cooperation with other countries and calls, therefore, for a detailed exploration of the possibilities being opened up by new technologies, such as renewable energy technologies and carbon capture and storage; reiterates that environmental technologies can give the EU a competitive edge while greatly contributing to emission reduction; notes that environmental technologies are therefore at the heart of a sustainable development strategy compatible with the EU's Kyoto commitments and the Lisbon Strategy and takes the view that research in this field should be boosted and clear environmental performance targets should be adopted in order to encourage the use of the best available technologies;
	The Commission is determined to continue its cooperation with other countries on renewable energy.  This is in particular done through the Johannesburg Renewable Energy Coalition (JREC).  Moreover, the Commission intends to strengthen this cooperation with a proposal for a new financial mechanism to support renewable energy and energy efficiency investments, particularly in developing countries, to be adopted in the first half of 2006. The Commission is furthermore strengthening cooperation on clean energy technologies with third countries through a range of activities, including partnerships and the inclusion of third countries in EU-funded research projects.

	17. Considers that Annex I industrialised countries must continue to play a vital role in tackling climate change at world level. Calls on Annex I Parties to the Kyoto Protocol, in this context, to meet their existing commitments and to take on ambitious targets for a second commitment period after 2012. Calls, moreover, on those industrialised countries that have not ratified the Kyoto Protocol to reconsider their position, to take vigorous domestic measures, and to play an active role in future international negotiations, with a view to their participation in the future climate change regime;
	The Commission supports the ambitions expressed by the March 2005 Environment Council and the 2005 Spring European Council.

	18. Emphasises the key importance of engaging the rapidly industrialising developing countries in a future international climate change regime, while fully respecting their vital concerns about promoting their economic development and fighting poverty. Notes their reluctance to take on binding emission reduction targets at this stage, but hopes that this will ultimately be possible, and considers that adoption of voluntary sectoral targets might be a useful first step; stresses that poverty and poor environmental performance go hand in hand and calls therefore on the EU and its Member States to adopt an ambitious policy of technology partnerships and transfers with developing countries, allowing them to develop their economy and increase their welfare on a more sustainable and climate-friendly basis;
	The Commission is helping to strengthening the EU’s cooperation and dialogue with key countries, including through the implementation of its partnerships, such as the EU-China Partnership on Climate Change and the EU-India Initiative on Clean Development and Climate Change, and through its bilateral cooperation with Russia and Ukraine. The Commission intends to explore further partnerships with other developing countries and regions.

	19. Insists that individual EU countries, and the EU as a whole, live up to their existing commitments, since the EU’s leading position in international talks will be undermined if this cannot be achieved. Undertakes, in this context, to initiate more systematic monitoring of internal EU action on climate change and the extent to which existing measures are working;
	The Commission started the 2nd European Climate Change Programme (ECCP) in October 2005. This includes a review of action taken so far, which will be reported in April 2006. The Commission has furthermore underlined the importance of meeting the EU’s Kyoto target in its Communication containing further guidance for the 2nd National Allocation Plans and is preparing the review of the EU Emissions Trading Scheme.

	20. Emphasises the fundamental importance of an integrated EU approach to climate change policy, with sectoral policies on energy conservation and renewable energies, transport, agriculture, industry, research and development etc., complementing rather than contradicting each other; stresses in particular the need for close monitoring of these policies as regards their effects on climate change, and for measures to reduce these effects to the level committed to by the EU in the Kyoto Protocol; recalls its various specific proposals to this effect in its abovementioned resolution of 16 November 2005; 
	The Commission supports an integrated approach to climate change policy, as also evidenced by its Communication “Winning the Battle against Global Climate Change”, in the Action Plan on Climate Change and Development and the 2nd ECCP.

	21. Stresses that energy policy is a crucial element of our global strategy on climate change: diversification of our energy resources and a switch to alternative, more sustainable and environmentally friendly types of energy possess great potential for emission reduction; notes, furthermore, that diversification will make the EU less dependent on external sources and less vulnerable to energy supply crises;
	The Commission is working on the development of a new energy policy for the European Union.  In this framework, it has inter alia recently adopted the Green Paper on “A European Strategy for Sustainable, Competitive and Secure Energy”.

	22. Calls for prompt review of the relevant flexible mechanisms:

(i) the total allocation for 2008-2012 in the European Emissions Trading Scheme in conjunction with policies and measures in place to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from other sectors, in order to ensure the attainment of Kyoto Protocol commitments;

(ii) the functioning of the European Emissions Trading Scheme, how it might be further improved (for example by examining alternatives to grandfathering, such as benchmarking and auctioning), how its scope might be further extended to the aviation and other sectors, and finally how it might be linked up to schemes in other countries

(iii) use by EU countries of the Clean Development Mechanism, Joint Implementation, and ways whereby use of these mechanisms could be further promoted;
	(i) The Commission has given its views on this in its further guidance on allocation plans for the 2008-2012 trading period of the EU Emission Trading Scheme, issued in December 2005.
(ii) The review of the EU Emissions Trading Scheme is under way and emissions trading for aviation is under discussion in the context of the 2nd ECCP.

(iii) The Commission has supported various activities to promote the EU’s use of the Kyoto Protocol flexible mechanisms, including conferences on the CDM in India, China, Russia, Ukraine and other CIS countries and intends to continue to do so during 2006.

	23. Underlines the need to further strengthen the European technological lead and to fight climate change through transfer of technologies, and calls therefore for the development of simple guidelines within the framework of the CDM and of Joint Implementation projects, especially to enable SMEs to benefit from the economic potential of the emerging carbon markets;
	The Commission supported the streamlining of the Clean Development Mechanism and kick-starting of Joint Implementation at the Montreal Climate Change Conference and continues to promote the EU’s use of these mechanisms.

	24. Underlines the need for an effective EU communication strategy on climate change issues, covering proper publicity for the latest scientific evidence on the impacts of climate change, the costs of inaction, the provision of detailed information about the carbon content of all products and services, the policy proposals put forward by the EU, the current status of international negotiations, and the specific steps that will have to be taken at the levels of the EU, the Member States and the individual citizen;
	The Commission is launching an EU-wide awareness-raising campaign, focussing on how individuals can contribute to fighting climate change through their daily actions. This campaign is to start in mid-2006.

	26. Reiterates its continued dissatisfaction at the exclusion of its Members who are participating in EU delegations from attendance at the EU coordination meetings, and calls for this to be resolved rapidly, if possible before COP 12 in November 2006;
	Members of the European Parliament are participating in meetings of the Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC on the basis of the arrangements set out in the Framework Agreement on Relations between the Commission and the European Parliament of May 2005. This Agreement envisages the participation of Members of the European Parliament as observers upon the request of the President of Parliament, and on the understanding that they do not directly participate in the negotiations. The Commission is however committed to keeping the MEPs informed about how the negotiations develop. Accordingly, the Commissioner met daily with the MEPs during their attendance of the Montreal Climate Change Conference in 2005. Joint press conferences were also arranged.


