European Parliament resolution on the next steps for the period of reflection and analysis on the future of Europe 

1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 108(5) of the Rules of Procedure by Jo Leinen on behalf of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs

2.
EP reference number: B6-0327/2006 / P6_TA-PROV (2006)0263

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 June 2006

4.
Subject: next steps for the period of reflection and analysis on the future of Europe

5.
Brief analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

In its resolution of 14 June 2006 Parliament reiterates its support for the Constitutional Treaty. It refuses to accept the unravelling of the overall compromise achieved in the Treaty and the creation of core groups. Parliament hopes that an institutional settlement will be reached by 2009 at the latest.

However, it recognises that certain democratic improvements can be made under the terms of the existing treaties, for example, transparency in the Council of Ministers, comitology, use of the “passerelle” in the field of justice and home affairs, and national parliamentary scrutiny. It also refers to the introduction of a form of citizens’ initiative.

Parliament calls on the European Council to take a clear decision in the second half of 2007 as to how to proceed with the Constitutional Treaty and encourage the Member States, particularly those which have not yet ratified the Treaty, to demonstrate commitment and initiative (drawing up of “credible scenarios”).

Lastly, Parliament asks the Commission to:

· adjust its 'Plan D' for the second phase of the period of reflection and provide sufficient funding for the activities envisaged;

· present a “road map” to the European Council;

· draw up a study of the costs incurred as a result of the fact that the Constitutional Treaty will not enter into force on 1 November 2006.
6.
Response to the requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission intends to actively pursue implementation of Plan D, based on listening to citizens’ concerns, which has always been conceived as a long-term exercise to be continued beyond June 2006. The Commission will therefore carry out the 13 specific actions provided for in the Plan, duly adjusted. Some of the activities initially envisaged under the Plan are about to be implemented, such as the Commission’s support for transnational projects carried out by civil society organisations.

The Commission wishes to carry out many of these actions in close cooperation with Parliament. It thanks Parliament for its active and effective collaboration in implementing Plan D after its launch in October 2005. The Commission will allocate whatever financial resources it is granted by the budgetary authority to the development of Plan D.

On 10 May 2006 the Commission submitted to the European Council a “citizens’ agenda – delivering results for Europe”
, in which it proposes a step-by-step approach to reaching a future institutional settlement, together with the development of specific projects. This approach, like most of the specific initiatives proposed by the Commission, has been endorsed by the European Council.

Lastly, the Commission notes with interest the idea of drawing up a study of the costs incurred as a result of the fact that the Constitutional Treaty will not enter into force on 1 November 2006. President Barroso has already pointed out the shortcomings of the Nice Treaty in his speech to the European Parliament on 14 June.
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