European Parliament Resolution on the revised sustainable development strategy

1.
Groups which tabled the Resolution pursuant to Rule 108(5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure: PPE-DE, PSE, ALDE, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL, UEN and IND/DEM

2.
EP reference number: B6-0335/2006 / P6-TA-PROV(2006)0272

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 15 June 2006

4.
Subject: Revised sustainable development strategy

5.
Brief analysis / assessment of the text and of requests made in it:

With its “Resolution on the revised sustainable development strategy” of 15 June 2006 the Parliament reacts to the work undertaken by the Commission for its December 2005 publication and subsequently in the Council in view of a renewed EU Sustainable Development Strategy (EU SDS). The revised strategy was adopted by the European Council at its meeting on 15/16 June 2006.

The Parliament gives a critical assessment of the progress made since the first adoption of a SDS by the Gothenburg European Council of June 2001. It considers the Commission’s stocktaking communication of December 2005 (COM(2005) 0658) to be not sufficiently ambitious. The Resolution calls in particular for a more ambitious approach setting clear intermediate and long-term objectives and targets, with a reinforced and better co-ordinated governance process at national, EU and international levels.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

A number of specific requests made by the Parliament have been taken into account in the renewed EU SDS as adopted by the European Council of 15/16 June 2006. This is true for instance for the Parliament’s call for giving special emphasis to protecting biodiversity, to ensuring gender equality, to addressing negative trends in the fields of land use, transport, climate change, fisheries and the use of fossil fuels, and to improving resource efficiency. The revised strategy also addresses the use of complementary measures such as the review of subsidies and the channelling of EU funding to promote sustainable development.

Moreover, in line with the requests made by Parliament, the renewed EU SDS sets out the main elements of a comprehensive governance framework both at national and EU levels: The Commission is required to submit every two years (starting in September 2007) a progress report on implementation of the renewed EU SDS in the EU and the Member States. For the monitoring at EU level, the Commission will draw on a comprehensive set of sustainable development indicators on the basis of which the Council, in 2007 at the latest and at regular intervals after that, will examine progress. With regard to the national level, the Commission progress report will build on Member States’ actions to implement the EU SDS and the results gained from completed Peer Reviews. Furthermore, the renewed EU SDS asks all EU Institutions to give particular emphasis to high quality Impact Assessment (IA), to ex-post assessment of policy impacts, and to public and stakeholders participation. The renewed EU SDS also involves the European Parliament in the implementation of the renewed strategy. The new governance cycle will also allow to make full use of the synergies between the EU SDS and the Lisbon strategy for growth and jobs.

The Commission is committed to closely monitor the renewed EU SDS and ensure its full and co-ordinated implementation in accordance with the governance process set out in the revised strategy, and in close cooperation with the EP, the other EU Institutions and bodies, and other relevant actors.
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