European Parliament Resolution on accelerating the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting
1.
Rapporteur: Etelka Barsi-Pataky (PPE-DE/HU) on behalf of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy tabled the Resolution pursuant to Rule 108(5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure

2.
EP reference number: B6‑0583/2005 / P6-TA-PROV(2005)0431
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 16 November 2005

4.
Subject: Resolution on accelerating the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament supports the acceleration of switchover, and the deadline of beginning of 2012 for completing analogue switch-off in all Member States as proposed by the Commission.

· It calls on the European Commission to lay down clearly defined policy objectives to ensure widest possible penetration of the new and innovative services.

· It calls on the European Commission to establish a European Digital Working Party within the existing structure (Communications Committee) with the task of coordinating regulations, objectives, strategies and timetables of the Member States at Community level.

· It calls on the European Commission to act to prevent the formation of vertical bottlenecks and horizontal monopolies.

· It calls on the Member States to promote and develop interactive services in order to increase the level of digital expertise and the competitiveness of European society.

· It calls on the European Commission to publish best practice with regard to financing aspects and to provide clear guidance on state aid.

· It calls on the European Commission to ensure in regulating digital transition that a clear distinction is made between the regulation of transmission of electronic signals and infrastructure and the regulation of content (including audiovisual content).

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

· The European Commission will consider carefully the scope of policy orientations for new and innovative services operating in the ex-analogue spectrum bands. At the moment, many of the most innovative services in this area are the subject of research and development supported by the Commission's research programmes. In the long run, there is a lot of experience to be gained on the technical and commercial viability of these services. Spectrum aspects will be a key element of the Commission’s work in this area.

· These issues will also be intensively discussed with Member States in the ongoing work of the COCOM Committee and its broadcasting subgroup as well as in the Radio Spectrum Committee and the Radio Spectrum policy group.

· Problems of vertical integration and significant market power are dealt with in the regulatory framework. The wholesale market for transmission of broadcasting signals is included in the list of relevant markets and problems with significant market power are addressed by appropriate regulatory intervention.

· The Commission is working on a Communication on interoperability of interactive television which is planned to be adopted in January 2006.

· In its decisions on state aid cases, the Commission is giving guidance on the financing aspects of digital switchover.

· The Commission will continue to respect the clear distinction between the regulation of transmission of electronic signals and the regulation of content as laid down in EU law.
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