European Parliament Resolution on the Olympic Truce - Turin Winter Olympics 2006
1.
Rapporteur: Nikolaos Sifunakis (PSE/EL) on behalf of the Committee on Culture and Education pursuant to Rule108(5) of Parliament’s Rule of Procedure
2.
EP reference number: B6-0618/2005 / P6-TA-PROV(2005)0463
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 1 December 2005

4.
Subject: Olympic Truce, truce concerning all war hostilities during competitions.

5.
Background of the Resolution: Previous Resolution of 1 April 2004 on the Olympic Truce, OJ C 103 E, 29.4.2004, p. 816. Greek Members of the European Parliament are insisting on this issue since 2003.

6.1. History

The tradition of the “Truce” or “Ekecheiria” was established in ancient Greece in the 9th century BC by the signature of a treaty between three kings. During the Truce period, the athletes, artists and their families, as well as ordinary pilgrims, could travel in total safety to participate in or attend the Olympic Games and return afterwards to their respective countries. As the opening of the Games approached, the sacred truce was proclaimed and announced by citizens of Elis who travelled throughout Greece to pass on the message.

Taking into account the global political reality in which sport and the Olympic Games exist, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) decided to revive the ancient concept of the Olympic Truce with the view to protecting, as far as possible, the interests of the athletes and sport in general, and to contribute to searching for peaceful and diplomatic solutions to the conflicts around the world.

Through this global and symbolic concept, the IOC aims to:

· raise awareness and encourage political leaders to act in favour of peace;

· mobilise youth for the promotion of the Olympic ideals;

· establish contacts between communities in conflict;

· offer humanitarian support in countries at war;

The IOC undertakings for the Olympic Truce extend beyond the period of the Olympic Games and have led to the implementation of a series of activities in favour of peace through its National Olympic Committees.

Preceding the Olympic Games 2004 in Athens, the IOC created an International Olympic Truce foundation in July 2000 (as a non-governmental organisation belonging to the Olympic Movement) and an International Olympic Truce Centre to reinforce the idea of the Olympic Truce through discussion on conflict resolution, conflict prevention and through emphasising the role of sport in society.

6.2. Current developments IOC

The Olympic Winter Games will be held in Turin from 10 to 26 February 2006. The Winter Games comprise seven different sports and 15 different disciplines, which will be played out in eight different competition sites. Around 2,500 athletes, 650 judges and umpires and 1.5 million spectators are expected to participate in this 20th edition of the Winter Games. Getting closer to the Turin Winter Olympics, the IOC but also the Olympic Movement as a whole, is taking profit of visibility to lobby for the Olympic Truce. Current activities include use of the Internet, request for signatures, VIPS implication and Institutional Marketing.

Several awareness actions are being carried out, e.g. signatures supporting the Olympic Truce, nomination of Ambassadors of the Truce, organisation of conferences, symposiums, and public speeches.

6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

After pointing to the importance of the inclusion of the Olympic Truce in the UN Millennium declaration, its importance for dialogue, humanity, mutual understanding and cooperation between peoples, the Resolution:

A) “3. Urges the Commission to place a greater emphasis on the potential of sport in its development and peacekeeping work and in the achievement of the Millennium Goals”,

B) “4. Welcomes the work of the International Olympic Truce Foundation and believes that the European Union should be involved in this work”,

C) “6. Urges the Council and the Commission to support the IOC in its efforts to promote peace and understanding through sport”,

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

General position

The Commission is supportive of the idea of including the Olympic Truce in the Millennium Declaration. It generally acknowledges the potential of sport for development and peacekeeping (notably human rights and democratisation). Community programmes and actions in these fields are open to sport related projects although sport is not specifically mentioned in the legal bases for these actions.

Projects supported by the Commission in the field of external relations have used sport in order to promote development and human rights. General programming and specific objectives of these actions are consistent with the Millennium Goals although the EU is not bound by this declaration of the United Nations General Assembly.

Reply to the specific requests

The EU has no specific competence in the field of sport. Any action to be proposed should not therefore seek to engage the Commission financially since there is currently no specific programme or budget line available for directly supporting the values of the Olympic Truce.

A) The Commission is ready to place a greater emphasis on the potential of sport for development and peacekeeping, by helping to raise awareness in the following ways:

· Informing about relevant developments, including the Olympic Truce, on  DG EAC website;

· Providing a list of civil society members working on development and peacekeeping through sport on the DG EAC website.

Further comments on this issue are given within the follow-up of the Resolution on “Development and Sport” (B6-0633/2005 / P6-TA-PROV(2005)0464).
B) The Commission supports – within its competences – the IOC in its honourable task of establishing the Olympic Truce at international level.

· The Commission undertakes to identify suitable EU programmes and actions which could offer support to campaigns aimed at raising awareness about the importance of absence of hostilities during the Olympics.

C) The Commission is already involved in IOC activities through its own consultation activities and its participation in think-tanks, seminars and other events organised by the sport movement. The communication with IOC representatives has always been maintained in order to achieve synergies.
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