Resolution of the European Parliament on disability and development

1. 
Groups which tabled the Resolution pursuant to Rule 108 (5) of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure: PPE-DE, PSE, ALDE, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL et UEN
2. 
PE N°: B6-0031/2006 – P6_TA-PROV(2006)0033
3. 
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 19 January 2006
4. 
Subject: Disability and development
5. 
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it: 
With this Resolution the European Parliament asks the Commission to ensure that disability is mainstreamed and to include disability and people living with disabilities in future EU geographical and thematic programmes. It also calls for an action plan to implement the Guidance Note on Disability including technical guidelines on inclusive sector policies and Project cycle management, backed by an active role of EC delegations in the policy dialogue with partner countries. In addition the EP is arguing for appropriate resources allocated for disability specific actions and it also calls on the EC to support special initiatives like WHO’s campaign Vision 2020 on tackling preventable impairments.
The Resolution makes a number of specific requests including for inclusive education, for EC support to the abolition of antipersonnel mines, and for buildings accessible to all. 
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission fully shares the concerns expressed in the Resolution and would like to underline that: 

· Real improvements for people living with disability can only come from partner countries themselves. Consequently and in line with ownership, our partner countries will have to be the drivers of improvement. 

· Partner countries can be supported by transfer of relevant European experience in the field. This can best be achieved by supporting European NGOs, with expertise in this field. 

· The programming of the 10th EDF will start shortly and the Commission will assure that the Guidance Note on Disability and Development is available to all EC delegations to support the programming.  

· During the implementation of the 10th EDF the Commission will make Delegations aware of the necessity to pay attention to the needs of people living with disability both in the design of EC interventions and in the sector dialogue.

