European Parliament Resolution on the situation with refugee camps in Malta
1.
Groups which tabled the Resolution pursuant to Rule 103(4) of Parliament's Rules of Procedure: PPE-DE, PSE, ALDE, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL and UEN
2.
EP No: B6-241/2006 / P6_TA-PROV(2006)0136
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 6 April 2006
4.
Subject: Situation with refugees camps in Malta
5.
Background of the Resolution: A delegation of the European Parliament visited detention centres for illegal immigrants and refugees in Malta, and was shocked by the standard of living conditions. The Resolution calls for a series of measures, from encouraging Maltese authorities to respect their obligations in regard to Community legislation (notably Directive 2003/9 on the reception conditions of asylum seekers), to increased technical and financial assistance to Malta to face humanitarian crises and cope with pressures at its borders.
6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:
The Parliament has 2 requests addressed to the Commission:
- to propose, as soon as possible, the creation of an emergency fund to tackle humanitarian crises in the Member States and to incorporate in the new funds for the period 2007-2013 an emergency mechanism allowing financial assistance to be provided in emergency situations;
- to take the initiative as soon as possible with a view to revising Regulation (EC) No 343/2003, "Dublin II", by calling into question its very principle, namely that the Member State responsible for dealing with an asylum application is the first country that applicants reach, which puts an intolerable burden on the countries situated in the south and east of the EU, and by introducing a fair mechanism for sharing responsibilities among the Member States.
7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The most immediate assistance available to Malta at EU level is through the appropriate EU financial programmes. The European Refugee Fund already provides financial support for Member States in bearing the consequences of receiving refugees and displaced persons. Support for the development of adequate reception conditions for asylum seekers is a priority of the European Refugee Fund and Malta benefits from the Fund’s assistance in this area. The European Refugee Fund allocated to Malta € 114.000 in 2004, € 500.000 in 2005 and € 600.000 in 2006.
In addition, most recently the Commission agreed to finance € 120.000 for a project to improve reception conditions on Malta in the framework of the ARGO Programme.
In this respect, the Commission is going to set aside in the framework of the ARGO Programme for 2006, € 2.7 million  which could be used immediately by Member States for urgent situations, such as those faced by Malta. The money could be used, for example, to improve the reception and administrative capacity of a Member State to deal with large numbers of irregular migrants arriving at its external border.
However, in order to address specific situations such as those faced by Malta in recent months, amendments will also be proposed to the European Refugee Fund to enable Member States to access funds quickly and with a minimum of bureaucratic process to deal with the consequences of sudden arrivals of large numbers of people who may be in need of international protection. Specifically, the amendments will aim at supporting emergency measures to grant appropriate reception conditions for asylum seekers, including basic needs and fair and effective asylum procedures.
The Commission is carrying out an evaluation of the Dublin II Regulation which will be presented this summer. It should be recalled that the Dublin Regulation reflects the main principle of EU asylum policy – that a single Member State should take responsibility for the examination of an application for asylum.
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