European Parliament Resolution on the protection of the European natural and architectural cultural heritage in rural and island areas
1.
Rapporteur: Nikolaos Sifunakis (PSE/EL)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0260/2006 / P6-TA-PROV(2006)0355
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 7 September 2006
4.
Subject: Protection of the European natural and architectural cultural heritage in rural and island areas
5.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:
The Resolution calls for a comprehensive heritage preservation strategy at EU level. It underlines the importance of historical heritage for both the economic and the social dimension of European integration. The Resolution also suggests that a European Year of Heritage should be organised in the future.
6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The preservation and exploitation of our cultural and historical heritage is the focus of a number of policies of the European Union, and of regional policy and culture in particular.
1. Regional Policy and Culture
In contributing to economic and social dynamism within regions, the Structural Funds create fertile ground for cultural organisations and institutions, enabling them to take part in rewarding cooperation projects. The Structural Funds can provide direct support for cultural infrastructure or installations (e.g. conservation of archaeological sites), indirect support for culture by developing infrastructure facilitating access to culture (e.g. roads leading to a site) or general support for infrastructure (e.g. roads, hotels) in a region, thus promoting the economic, tourist and, indirectly, cultural development of a region. This was exemplified in a study carried out by the European Commission (DG EAC) in collaboration with the Member States which examined the use of Structural Funds in the cultural domain in each country during the period 1994-1999. The results are currently available in the form of a working document of the Commission services. They are publically available on the Europa Web Site of DG EAC.
Moreover, the Commission is currently preparing a Communication on the role of Culture in Europe, which will also address the contribution to this area made by regional policy as well as other EU actions and programmes.
2. Culture Programmes and Actions
The Culture 2000 Programme has played a major role in fostering cooperation projects in the field of heritage. During the period 2000-2006 more than a third of the overall budget of the programme was allocated to this activity, with the Commission providing over 80 million EUR of co-financing. This important effort will be pursued and intensified under the new Culture Programme for 2007-2013.
The Action of the European Capitals of Culture has also had a great impact on the revitalisation and renovation of historically important urban areas in many cities throughout Europe (i.e. Patras in 2006 or Sibiu in 2007).
The Commission is equally committed to close cooperation with international organisations specialising in the preservation of cultural heritage, as exemplified by close cooperation with the Council of Europe (joint action in the Western Balkan Region, European Heritage Days).
The European Union/Europa Nostra Prize for Heritage has become a point of reference for professionals in the sector and is a highly visible and recognised acknowledgement of excellence in the field of heritage conservation.
Today, the Commission is equally closely involved in the preparatory phase of the European Heritage Label proposed by the governments of the Member States which complements existing initiatives in this domain (Unesco Heritage List, Council of Europe Heritage Itineraries, etc.).
The idea of a European Year of Heritage, which the Commission naturally considers to be important, will be further examined and taken into consideration at a later date.
---------
35
2

