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5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:

The Resolution highlights the crucial role of the media for the process of development.  The Resolution stresses that free press is not only valuable for democracy but also “vital and fundamental for human development”. Parliament stresses that the capacity of press to inform, to discuss and to perform a democratic control in society is even more important in developing countries as they find themselves often in political, social and economic difficulties.

The Resolution calls on the Commission in particular to put further emphasis on media programmes that improve access to information, train journalists and develop public information campaigns. It welcomes events such as the European Development Days and the Lorenzo Natali Prize and underlines the role of media in public education.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commision:

The Commission is aware of and very sensitive to the importance of access to information as well as to the existence of independent media and effective freedom of expression as part of democratic governance and of the development processes.

This is reflected both in the EC development policy framework and in its cooperation programmes and instruments. As regards the policy framework, in the recently adopted Communication on Governance in the European Consensus on Development, the Commission stresses the importance of a broad approach to good governance in development cooperation based on the universal principles and objectives and the common aspirations that must inform the main functions of government, all areas of state intervention and the interaction of public institutions and citizens. In the Commission’s view, good governance includes, among others, respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms, including freedom of expression, information and association, and the involvement of citizens in choosing and overseeing those who govern them. Access to information, transparency in public finance management, accountability towards the relevant institutions and to the electorate are all crucial elements in this respect.

As regards programmes and instruments, support to democratic governance is an increasingly important dimension of the EC’s action at country level. The Commission has developed a new programming tool, country governance profiles, aimed at guiding dialogue with partner governments and civil society on current or planned reforms and at identifying areas for cooperation. This tool addresses governance from the political, economic, institutional, financial, fiscal and judicial perspectives. One of the analytical axis is aimed at assessing whether freedom of expression and of information are respected and whether the regulatory environment is conducive for civil society organisations, professional associations, trade unions, political parties to operate. The new thematic programme 'Non-state actors and local authorities in development' proposed by the Commission in the context of the Financial Perspectives for 2007-2013 will for instance allow providing direct support to all non state actors, including the media, in partner countries as in Europe.
In the context of its mission to communicate and inform about European development policy, the Commission has implemented a number of programmes in synergy with local media in developing countries. In cooperation with the European Journalism Centre, the Commission has, for instance, organised during 2005/2006 a series of 5 training seminars in Brussels for a total of about 70 journalists from ACP countries. The Commission will continue these programmes on a targeted basis focusing on key journalists from the most important media in their countries.
The Commission continues to organise the Lorenzo Natali prize decorating excellent journalists reporting on human-rights and democracy in developing countries. This prize continues to attract an ever higher number of applicants with a figure that almost tripled over the last two years and stood at more than 1100 applicants from all continents in 2005.
In order to improve the capacity of its Delegations to serve the local press, foster cooperation with local media and communicate, the Commission will launch before the end of this year a second series of local information and communication projects.
The Commission intends to continue these successful activities also in the future. Aligning support to the media and adjusting communication activities more to local and regional needs, could be one strain of strategic reflection to increase the impact of such projects even more in future.

The Commission is convinced that freedom of press, the respect of human rights and a democratic society are closely linked to economic and social development. These are two sides of the same coin. Support to the media in developing countries also contributes to an environment conducive to social and economic development. The Commission supports the main conclusion of the Parliament’s Resolution on media and development: without democracy, without freedom of press, development cannot be sustainable.
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