European Parliament Resolution on the conclusion of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States and the Republic of Albania
1. Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 103(2) of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure by Toomas Hendrik Ilves (PSE/EE) on behalf of the Committee on Foreign Affairs
2.
EP reference number: B6-0458/2006 / P6-TA-PROV(2006)0344
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 6 September 2006
4.
Subject: Conclusion of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States and the Republic of Albania
5.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:
The Resolution approves the Commission proposal on the conclusion of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement with Albania. It welcomes the prospect of a close and far-reaching contractual relationship between the EU and Albania and finds that it will be instrumental in promoting the transformation of Albania into a pluralist democracy and a functioning market economy. In addition it raises several points which relate directly to the Commission:
1) it calls on the Commission to earmark sufficient funds for the improvement of the country's infrastructure, in particular for the development of public transport;
2) it calls on the Commission to continue and reinforce its support to the Albanian authorities in combating all forms of organised crime, in particular trafficking in women and children;
3) it calls on the Commission to substantially increase and strengthen EU assistance in the police (PAMECA) and rule of law (EURALIUS) area;
4) it calls for a visa facilitation agreement between the EU and Albania within the framework of visa facilitation for all the countries of the Western Balkans.
5) it calls on the Commission to help Albania to put an end to the persistence of the 'blood feud'.
6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
Current or planned actions of the Commission address all the Parliament's requests. The position regarding each request can be summarized as follows:
1) Through the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance, the Commission will support the alignment of Albania's transport sector to the acquis and will support the country in improving its transport infrastructure, including infrastructure used by public transport.
2) The Commission will provide further support under the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance to strengthen the capacities of Albania's law enforcement agencies in the fight against organised crime, including trafficking in human beings.
3) The police and the judiciary will remain key targets for financial assistance resources, and will continue to be given high priority, in particular as regards the PAMECA and EURALIUS missions, within the overall envelope available.
4) The Commission made a proposal to the Council in July 2006 for a mandate to negotiate an EC-Albania visa facilitation agreement.
5) The Commission's support for projects to foster social and economic development and to strengthen the rule of law in Albania contributes to a development where blood feuds continue to diminish in importance. For example, as blood feuds are sometimes triggered by property disputes, CARDS financial assistance to help strengthen property registration helps address a cause of the problem.
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