European Parliament Resolution on Turkey's progress towards accession

1.
Rapporteur: Camiel Eurlings (PPE-DE/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0269/2006 / P6-TA-PROV(2006)0381

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 27 September 2006

4.
Subject: Report on Turkey's progress towards accession

5.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The Resolution focuses on progress made by Turkey with regard to accession to the EU. This includes:

1) Political reforms. The Resolution regrets the slowing down of the reform process over the past year. Shortcomings are reported in a number of areas, including Freedom of expression; Freedom of religion; Civil-military relations; situation in the South-East.

2) Association agreement. The Resolution notes that Turkey does not fulfil its obligations as regards its full implementation to all Member States. This will have serious implications on the negotiation process. 

3) Cyprus. The Resolution recalls that recognition will be a component of the accession process and calls for a comprehensive settlement to be found, in line with the UN principles and with the acquis.

4) On Armenia, the Resolution puts pressure on Turkey to acknowledge the Armenian genocide.

There are no specific requests made to the Commission, with the exception of the following:

1) The Resolution calls on the European Commission to deliver a report on absorption capacity, as a follow up of the 2004 impact study.

2) The Resolution calls on the Commission to provide support to Turkish civil society organisations.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

1) The Commission will deliver a report on absorption capacity (integration capacity) in its 8 November Strategy paper.

2) The Commission provides financial support to the development of Turkish civil society and in 2006/2007 it will upgrade such support in the framework of the civil society dialogue projects.
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