Involvement of the European Parliament in the work of the Hague Conference on Private International Law
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 108(5) of Parliament's Rules of Procedures by Giuseppe Gargani on behalf of the Committee on Legal Affairs

2.
EP reference number: B6-0459/2006 / P6-TA-PROV(2006)0353
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 7 September 2006
4.
Subject: Ensuring the proper involvement of the European Parliament in the work of the Hague Conference in light of EC accession to the organisation
5.
Background of the Resolution: The Resolution reflects the increasing concern of the Parliament that international conventions in the area of civil judicial cooperation which are adopted in the framework of the Hague Conference and subsequently ratified by the Community will diminish Parliament's influence as a co-legislator in this field. While the EP fully supports EC accession to the Hague Conference, it wants to be more closely involved in the negotiation of such conventions.
6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:
Point 1 of the Resolution calls on the Council and the Commission to ask Parliament to give its views on a case-by-case basis on the need for the Community to accede to existing conventions of the Hague Conference.
Point 2 resolves to investigate with the Conference further modes of cooperation and to found a "parliamentary forum" with national parliamentarians to follow the work of the Hague Conference. This is an issue which the Parliament has to settle with the Hague Conference itself; the Commission is not involved in this process or concerned by it.
Point 3 calls on the Council and the Commission to propose suitable procedures so as to enable Parliament to play its proper role in the context of the Hague Conference.
7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
Point 1: The Commission would like to recall that Article 300 (3) of the Treaty establishing the European Community already ensures that the Parliament's position on whether the Community should accede to certain existing Hague Conventions is taken into account before the Council adopts any decision binding the Community. If the accession to an existing Hague Convention requires changes in a legislative act adopted in the co-decision procedure, Parliament would even have to give its assent before the Community could accede to the Convention.
Point 3: In the Commission's view the revised Framework Agreement on relations between the European Parliament and the Commission, adopted in May 2005, forms the basis of cooperation between both institutions in the area of external relations and the Commission therefore considers that there is no need for proposing any additional procedures. The Framework Agreement contains a number of measures which secure the full involvement of Parliament in the negotiation of international conventions in areas of Community competence and the Commission is fully committed to apply these procedures in order to enable Parliament to play its proper role in the Hague Conference in the future.
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