
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights

Proposal for a Council Decision empowering the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights to pursue its activities in areas referred to in Title VI TEU

1.
Rapporteurs: Kinga Gál and Magda Kósáné Kovács

2.
EP Nos: A6-0306/2006 et A6-0282/2006

3.
Date of adoption of the report: 30 November 2006

4.
Subject: European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights

5.
Inter-institutional references: 2005/0124(CNS) and 2005/0125(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 308 TEC

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) (in enhanced cooperation with the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) following  Rule 47 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure)

8.
Commission's position: Parliament adopted in total 43 amendments in the Gál Report and 1 amendment in the Kovács Report.  Both reports reflect the outcome of the trilogue meetings between the Council, the European Parliament and the Commission. However, they do not follow the trilogue agreements in all issues, like the Multiannual Framework, Article 7 TEU tasks of the Agency or the decision under Title VI TEU.

The Commission agrees in substance with all those amendments made in the Gál Report that follow the outcome of the trialogue, i.e. with amendments: 1 - 3, 4 (except for last sentence), 5, 7-19, 21 (except for paragraph 2), 22 (except for paragraph 1(e)), 24 - 28, 29 (except for paragraph 1(c)), 30, 31, 33 – 36 and 38 - 43.

On the other hand, the Commission is unable to accept the following amendments that deviate from the trilogue results:

· 6 and 22 (in so far as they concern tasks of the Agency relating to Article 7 TEU);

· 23 (Multiannual Framework, except paragraphs 3 and 4 that are acceptable) and

· 37 (employment contracts of EUMC).

As regards the Kovács report, the Commission agrees with the single amendment.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: Because of the strict time schedule the Commission informed Council on itsposition orally in the JHA Council of 4-5 December 2006, stating that the Commission accepted the final compromise text for the Regulation since it reflected also Parliament's opinion adopted after many trilogue meetings.

The Commission, as the European Parliament, supported a decision under Title VI TEU concerning the activities of the Agency in the area of police and judicial co-operation in criminal matters. It is regrettable that the Council is not able at this stage to reach an agreement on the decision.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council agreed on the common approach on the text of the Regulation during the meeting of the JHA Council of 4-5 December 2006. The final compromise text of the Regulation incorporates in substance the majority of Parliament's amendments. Certain amendments have been incorporated partly, like 4 (beginning incorporated as Recital 10 but not the last sentence), 20 (new Recital 29 incorporated but without the reference to the "countries that are not members of the Union"), 22 (Article 4 takes into account Parliament's proposals except for paragraph 1(e) ), 29 (Article 11 takes into account Parliament's proposals except for paragraph 1(c)), 32 (Article 12 takes into account Parliament's proposals except for first sentence of paragraph 1). Amendments 6, 20, 23 and 37 have not been taken on board.

The final adoption of the Regulation should take place as soon as the legal-linguistic verification has been carried out, most probably in January 2007. The Regulation could thus enter into force early 2007.
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