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Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council relating to the placing on the market of the pyrotechnic articles

1.
Rapporteur: Jöel Hasse Ferreira

2.
EP No: A6-0289/2006

3.
Date of adoption of the report: 30 November 2006

4.
Subject: The placing on the market of pyrotechnic articles

5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2005/0194(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 95

7.
Competent parliamentary committee: Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO)
8.
Commission’s position: The Commission accepts all 52 amendments, in particular:
· The definition of placing on the market has been modified by the European Parliament and the Council in order to clarify that “fireworks built by the manufacturer for own use are not considered as being placed on the market” if the manufacturer has received the approval to use these articles on the territory of a Member State. This modification takes into account the situation specifically in Spain, Italy and Malta where a number of licensed manufacturers use self-made fireworks at traditional festivities. At the same time it avoids any discrimination because of nationality.

· The Council decided to add a definition of the ‘distributor’ and a limited number of obligations for him. Parliament accepted this addition.

· Parliament and the Council have decided to exclude bangers and flash bangers from category 1 in order to enable several Member States to maintain current restrictions on the placing on the market for public order and safety reasons. Confirming this, the Commission made a declaration at COREPER stating that it will mandate CEN to revise the existing standards in order to exclude these types of fireworks from category 1
.
· Parliament adopted an amendment obliging automotive suppliers to provide their clients with safety data sheets in the language required by their clients. It will be possible to supply these safety data sheets either in printed or electronic format. In fact, on a voluntary basis this is already happening, and can therefore be supported by the Commission, in particular as it avoids an obligation to label the products in the language of the Member State where they are used (which was requested by some Member States).

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission accepts all 52 amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the directive: It is expected that the Council will adopt the Directive under the German Presidency.










� As soon as the Directive on the placing on the market of pyrotechnic articles is adopted, the Commission, in consultation with Member States’ experts responsible for the management of that Directive and stakeholders, and following consultation with the Standing Committee set up pursuant to Directive 98/34/EC will issue a request (‘mandate’) to the European Committee for Standardisation (CEN) in order to review the existing standards and to prepare new ones for those pyrotechnic articles which are not yet covered by existing standards. The mandate will in particular seek to remove noisy pyrotechnic articles such as bangers, banger batteries, flash bangers and flash banger batteries from the current category 1 of standard EN 14035.
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