European Parliament Resolution on economic and trade relations between the EU and Mercosur with a view to the conclusion of an Interregional Association Agreement
1.
Rapporteur: Daniel Varela Suanzes-Carpegna (PPE-DE/ES)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0302/2006 / P6-TA-PROV(2006)0419

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 12 October 2006

4.
Subject: Economic and trade relations between the EU and Mercosur with a view to the conclusion of an Interregional Association Agreement

5.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The European Parliament Resolution covers the essential points which are at stake in the EU-Mercosur negotiations for an Interregional Association Agreement. The Resolution underlines the strategic objectives for an agreement between the two regions and argues in favour of maintaining a high ambition and a rapid conclusion. It also highlights the need for a political impetus and flexibility on both sides in order to achieve a prompt conclusion of the agreement. The Resolution also elaborates on different areas which would be covered by the agreement and gives recommendations in each of these areas.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Resolution gives a comprehensive picture of the current relations between the EU and Mercosur in the economic as well as the political field and the Commission shares most of the analysis presented in it.

The Commission very much concurs with Parliament's view that a conclusion of an ambitious and balanced Association Agreement between the EU and Mercosur is a strategic objective. Such Agreement would be the platform for promoting the relationship between the two regions and for promoting the common values and objectives that unite us. A region to region agreement with Mercosur would also serve as an instrument to support integration efforts within Mercosur and Latin America.

The Resolution calls for the establishment of a negotiating calendar which would allow to conclude the EU-Mercosur negotiations as soon as possible. The Commission is fully committed to concluding these negotiations as soon as it is technically and politically feasible. But it has always been of the opinion that substance prevails over timing. The overriding trade policy objective of the Commission is a successful conclusion of the WTO DDA negotiations, and on the relationship between these negotiations and the bi-regional negotiations, the Commission agrees with the analysis of the Resolution; both these processes can realise substantial synergies. They are not mutually exclusive, they are complementary.

In conclusion for strategic and political reasons, the Commission remains committed to negotiating and concluding an ambitious and balanced agreement with Mercosur and it will make its best endeavour for this to materialise.
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