
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

Proposal for a Council decision concerning the Specific programme to be carried out by means of direct actions by the Joint Research centre under the 7th Framework Programme of the European community for research, technological development and demonstration activities (2007-2013)

1.
Rapporteur: David Hammerstein Mintz

2.
EP No: A6-0335/2006

3.
Date of adoption of the report: 30 November 2006

4.
Subject: Specific programme to be carried out by means of direct actions by the Joint Research centre under the 7th Framework Programme of the European community for research, technological development and demonstration activities (2007-2013)
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2005/0184(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 166 of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)

8.
Commission’s position:
The Commission can accept the major part of the proposed amendments as they are in line with the spirit and the content of the Commission proposal. However, amongst those that cannot be accepted are amendments that relate to: a) the imposition of extra procedural requirements on the Commission in the course of the budgetary procedure, which were unnecessary as the Commission has to follow the Financial Regulation and the Rules for Participation and dissemination for the Seventh Framework Programme for RTD (6, 7, 8, 10); b) changes to the monitoring and assessment modalities of the Specific Programme, that are obscuring the boundaries between monitoring and auditing and seek to impose obligations that go beyond the agreement at the FP7 level (11); c) proposed changes in contradiction with the JRC mission (1) or which go beyond the scope of the Specific Programme (5); d) competences that JRC has not (3, 22, 28, 29).

9.
Outlook for the amendment of the proposal:
In the course of interactions between the Commission services and the Council instances, the reaction on the various amendments was communicated and taken into account for the preparation of the relevant draft Council Decision that passed through COREPER as an "I" point on 18/12/2006. In the spirit of an overall compromise on all legislative acts that make up the FP7 package (Framework Programmes, Specific Programmes and Rules for participation and dissemination), this draft Council Decision for the Specific Programme can have the Commission's agreement.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal:
The Decision was adopted by the (Agriculture and Fisheries) Council at its meeting of 19 December 2006.
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