European Parliament Resolution on future patent policy in Europe
1.
Political groups which tabled the Resolution pursuant to Rule 103(2) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure: PPE-DE, PSE and ALDE

2.
EP reference number: B6-0522/2006 / P6-TA-PROV(2006)0416

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 12 October 2006

4.
Subject: Future action in the field of patents
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:
Parliament’s Resolution is to be seen as part of the discussions on the follow-up to the consultation exercise launched by the Commission on future patent policy in Europe. The Commission’s statement on the subject, made during the part-session from 25 to 28 September 2006, contained a list of actions (compiled in the light of the consultations on patent policy conducted by the Commission between January and July 2006) which the Commission proposed to take into account in its future strategy aimed at improving the patents situation in Europe. These actions are basically two in number: an effort to secure adoption of the Regulation on the Community patent, and Community participation in the negotiations on the European Patent Litigation Agreement (EPLA) on the strength of a Council negotiating mandate.
Parliament urges the Commission to explore all possible ways of improving the patent and patent litigation systems in the EU, including participation in further discussions on the EPLA and accession to the Munich Convention, as well as revision of the Commission’s patent proposals. As regards the EPLA, Parliament considers that the text needs significant improvements to address concerns about democratic control, judicial independence and litigation costs, and a satisfactory proposal for the Rules of Procedure of the EPLA Court.

Parliament also reminds the Commission that all legislative proposals should be accompanied by an in-depth impact assessment.
Lastly, the Resolution calls on Parliament’s Legal Service to provide an interim opinion on EU-related aspects of the possible conclusion of the EPLA by Member States in the light of overlaps between the EPLA and the acquis communautaire and to clarify legislative competences in this field.
6.
Response to these requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission is in the process of working out the details of the patents strategy in the light of the consultations conducted in the course of 2006, the preliminary findings of which were discussed at a public hearing on 12 July
. These findings are in keeping with the aim of Parliament's Resolution, which is to improve the European patent system in two key respects, namely by setting up a court to hear patent cases in Europe and by instituting the Community patent. The Commission is currently examining possible ways of enabling the future court to rule also on Community patents once the Community patent system is in place. On Parliament’s last point, the Commission would remind it that improvements over and above the Council’s common political approach of 3 March 2003 can be made to the text without the need for an amended Commission proposal.

The strategy will be disclosed towards the end of 2006.
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� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/indprop/docs/patent/hearing/preliminary_findings_en.pdf" ��http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/indprop/docs/patent/hearing/preliminary_findings_en.pdf� 
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