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5.
Background of the Resolution:
In November 2005 the Commission adopted a Communication on "A new framework strategy for multilingualism" (COM(2005)596). This document reaffirms the Commission's commitment to multilingualism in the European Union and sets out the Commission's strategy for promoting multilingualism in European society, in the economy and in the Commission itself.
This is the first Communication to explore this policy area. While underlining that the main responsibility for making further progress rests with Member States, the Commission reaffirms that it will do all within its remit to reinforce awareness of multilingualism and to improve the consistency of action taken at different levels.
In the context of the Action Plan "Promoting language learning and linguistic diversity – an action plan 2004-2006" the Commission has already undertaken a wide range of actions at EU level to encourage national, regional and local authorities also to work for "a major step change in promoting language learning and linguistic diversity" with a view to achieve the goal of mother tongue plus two foreign languages to be taught from a very early age (Barcelona European Council, March 2002, Presidency Conclusions).
In 2003, the European Parliament adopted a Resolution (Report by Mr Ebner)
 asking the Commission to submit a proposal for a legal act to establish a multi-annual programme for linguistic diversity (to include regional, minority and sign languages) and language learning. In the past the European Parliament has addressed the question of the importance of less widely taught languages on many occasions.
6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:
The Resolution calls for concrete measures from the Commission on the one hand and from the European institutions on the other.
The Commission is asked to:
· pursue the implementation of Parliament's Resolution of 2003 in so far as this is feasible and to notify the Parliament of the results;
· facilitate and promote access to information and funding for applicant bodies seeking to promote multilingualism through networks and/or projects funded by the Commission from 2007 onwards.
The European institutions are asked to:
· improve their communication with citizens in their own national language, regardless of whether the language in question has official status at Member State or EU level;
· cooperate with the Council of Europe in the promotion and protection of linguistic diversity and language learning, and build on its experience in the area of language policy (such as the European Language Portfolio or the European Charter for Regional and Minority Languages).
7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
Commission's reply to the proposed measures:
Encourages the Commission to continue implementing the proposals set out in the Ebner report in so far as they are feasible and to notify the Parliament regularly of the results.
A number of proposals of the EP Resolution of 2003 (Ebner report) have already been implemented by the Commission, namely the eligibility for funding of regional and lesser-used languages from 2007 onwards in all EU programmes. Also the possibility to fund networks to promote language learning and linguistic diversity in the new Lifelong Learning Programme allows bodies such as the European Bureau for Lesser-Used Languages and the Mercator Network to apply for funding.
The Commission also continues its cooperation with the Council of Europe through regular meetings and follows the implementation of the Charter for Regional or Minority Languages.
Calls on the Commission to facilitate and promote access to information and funding for applicant bodies seeking to promote multilingualism through networks and/or projects funded by the Commission from 2007 onwards.
All the information on the new programmes will be published online. The Commission also intends to publish a User Guide to EU funding possibilities.
Calls on European institutions and bodies to improve their communication with citizens in their own national language, regardless of whether the language in question has official status at Member State or EU level.
The Institutions publish EU legislation and case-law, on line and in paper, in all official languages of the European Union. On the basis of bilateral agreements with Member States interpretation services may already be supplied in certain national languages, as well as translated documents. Moreover, the Commission considers as one of its priorities the translation of its Europa web pages into the official languages, and will continue to do so in the future.
Calls on the European institutions and bodies to cooperate closely with the Council of Europe in the promotion and protection of linguistic diversity and language learning, and to build on its experience in the area of language policy (such as the European Language Portfolio or the European Charter for Regional and Minority Languages).
For its part, the European Commission will pursue its cooperation with the Council of Europe and will continue to follow with great interest the implementation of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages. The European Language Portfolio has been integrated in the Europass framework for the transparency of qualifications and competences adopted in 2005 by Decision 2241/2004/EC of the European Parliament and the Council. The Europass Language Passport, available in 24 languages, is a specific version of the language passport agreed with the Council of Europe.
Outlook regarding Commission action in the field:
The Action Plan on “Promoting Language Learning and Linguistic Diversity” preceded the Multilingualism Communication. It proposed to extend the benefits of language learning to all citizens, to improve the quality of language teaching and to create a more language-friendly environment.
In the Action Plan, the Commission committed itself to undertaking 45 actions at European level between 2004 and 2006. In 2007, the Commission will report on what it and the Member States have achieved in the promotion of language learning and linguistic diversity.
The New Framework Strategy for Multilingualism sets out the way forward and proposes new actions to be undertaken by both the Commission and Member States to achieve this objective.
There are three main strands to this strategy:
· to maintain the multilingual nature of the European Union’s Institutions, based on the work of the professional linguists in its interpretation and translation services, to ensure effective communication between the Union and all its citizens;
· to underline the major role that languages and multilingualism play in the European economy, and find ways to develop it further; 

· to increase efforts to encourage all citizens to learn and speak more languages, in order to improve mutual understanding and communication.
The Communication on Multilingualism recommends that Member States draw up national plans to promote multilingualism. This work has just started. The Commission has taken up this issue with the Languages Expert Group, which consists of senior officials from national ministries for education. This group was set up to promote language policies in the framework of the Education and Training 2010 Process, linked to the Lisbon strategy.
One of the objectives of drawing up national plans for multilingualism is to promote linguistic diversity, according to each national context. In its Communication the Commission invites Member States to take into account, as appropriate, the teaching of regional and minority languages as well as opportunities for migrants to learn the language of the host country (and the teaching of migrant languages).
To assist the Commission in analysing the progress made by Member States, a High Level Group, composed of 11 independent experts, has been set up. The Group deals with themes that can benefit any language, namely research into multilingualism, languages and the media, new technologies for translation and interpretation, languages for business and strategies to promote language learning.
The High Level Group and other relevant groups will issue recommendations that will help to prepare the ground to define new priorities for action during the Ministerial Conference on Multilingualism towards the end of 2007.
The Commission is also making progress in the development of a European indicator of language competence. An Advisory Board, composed of national experts, participates actively in its definition and implementation. The Member States will determine which languages are to be tested.
Early language learning is a Commission priority in order to meet the goal of "mother tongue plus two" set out in Barcelona in 2002 by the Heads of State and Government. Since then the Commission has supported several actions and activities in this field, in particular by giving priority in the Socrates programme to linguistic projects aimed at early language learning. This priority will be maintained in the new Lifelong Learning Programme.
The new programme will offer a wide range of funding possibilities for projects promoting the training and exchange of teachers, cooperation between schools and adult institutions, exchange of students, access to language learning resources. All languages are eligible for the new programme: official, national, regional, migrant and world languages. The eligibility of all languages (including regional and lesser-used languages) for EU funding was one of the requests of the Ebner report.
During the debate on the Portas report on integrating immigrants through schools and multilingual education, the Commission informed the European Parliament that the new programme could support a European network of schools using CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning) or other related methods with a view to social and cultural integration for migrants.
Support for networks to promote language learning and linguistic diversity is foreseen by the new programme and will be made available on a multi-annual basis, which will ensure stability and continuity of funding.
Multilingualism in the information society is another issue addressed in the Commission's Communication. The Commission is working to promote multilingualism as part of the 2010 initiative to foster growth and jobs in the information society. The first task is to create "a single European Information Space". Several EU programmes (eContent, Media, eLearning) support this objective.
Under the 7th Framework Research Programme research and technological development activities are being carried out on language-related information society technologies, with a special focus on new technologies for machine translation.
The development of innovative configurations of conference technologies with interpretation (video-conferencing, webstreaming, multilingual internet chats) and the publication of all EU legislation and case-law in all official languages, both in paper form and online, demonstrate the Commission's commitment to giving citizens access to EU affairs in their own language.
------
� 	European Parliament Resolution of 4 September 2003 with recommendations to the Commission on European regional and lesser-used languages – the languages of minorities in the EU – in the context of the enlargement and cultural diversity (OJ C 76, of 25.3.2004, p. 243).
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