
CODECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

Television without Frontiers Directive – Audiovisual Media Services Directive

1.
Rapporteur: Ruth Hieronymi
2.
EP No: A6-0399/2006
3.
Date of adoption of the report: 13 December 2006
4.
Subject: Audiovisual Media Services Directive (Revision Television without Frontiers Directive)
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2005/0260(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Articles 47(2) and 55 of the EC Treaty
7).
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education
8.

Commission's position:
The Commission takes the following position concerning the amendments adopted:
(i) adopted amendments which the Commission can accept in full

These were amendments 6, 11, 12, 14, 16, 20, 25, 30, 32, 41, 42, 43, 49, 56, 62, 67, 78, 79, 81, 84, 85, 89-92, 99, 115, 117, 120-125, 133, 138, 144, 199
, 213, 221, 222, 224, 226.

(ii) adopted amendments which the Commission can accept in principle
These were amendments 1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 13, 17, 18, 23, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35, 36, 39, 46, 57, 58, 63 to 65, 66, 68, 70, 71, 73, 77, 82, 97, 98, 104, 107-110, 114, 135, 137, 147, 149, 150, 151, 200, 205, 208, 214, 218, 219, 220, 223, 225, 227, 228, 229.

(iii) adopted amendments which the Commission rejects

These were amendments: 2, 5, 9, 15, 21, 22, 24, 26, 29, 31, 37, 44, 45, 47, 51 to 55, 59, 61, 72, 74 to 76, 80, 93, 100, 101, 103, 105, 112, 113, 116, 134, 136, 143, 145, 146, 148, 182, 189, 197, 201, 202, 207, 209, 230, 242.

The first reading largely confirms the Commission's initial proposal with a clear consensus on scope, co- and self-regulation, European works and the two-tier approach. It goes further on independent regulators and short reports, also largely consensual in Parliament. In particular, the text on product placement contains the much-to-be-preferred "opt out" clause rather than the "opt in" mechanism in the Council's general approach. Parliament adds some new provisions, such as those on media pluralism (rejected by the Commission) and access for people with disabilities (accepted by the Commission).
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The German Presidency scheduled three meetings of the Working Group to study the European Parliament's amendments before the Informal Council on 12 February 2007 in Berlin. This altogether will provide additional input for the adoption of a amended Commission proposal in the second half of February.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of a common position: The first reading constitutes a good basis for the German Presidency to transform the general approach agreed upon in November 2006 into a Common Position at the May 2007 Council. However, some issues will prove difficult (e.g. country-of-origin, regulators).










� The split vote on Amendment 199, which the Commission originally rejected, meant that Amendment 215 fell, but nevertheless led to the adoption of an Amendment which is identical to Amendment 215. This will be in detail explained in the amended Commission proposal.
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