
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Decision 90/424/EEC on expenditure in the veterinary field

1.
Rapporteur: Ilda Figueiredo
2.
EP No: A6-0409/2006
3.
Date of adoption: 12 December 2006
4.
Subject: Expenditure in the veterinary field

5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2006/0098(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37 of the EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept certain amendments.

The Commission can accept the following amendments wholly or partly and subject to rewording: 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 10, and 12.

With regard to amendments 1 and 10, the Commission notes that considerable information is already publicly available on the Commission web site. It can, however, agree with the proposition to provide a report to Parliament every four years.

Concerning amendments 2 and 4, the Commission agrees on the importance of ensuring close co-operation between Member States, and notes that this is already a priority. Nevertheless, the Commission would welcome a specific reference to this need in the text.

Concerning amendments 7 and 8, the Commission can accept the later dates mentioned for the submission of programmes.

As regards amendment 12, the Commission can accept a wording which would allow co-financing to continue for a transitional period for those two diseases mentioned in the amendment which are currently the subject of eradication programmes, Aujeszky’s Disease and Enzootic Bovine Leukosis.

The Commission cannot accept the following amendments: 3, 5, 6, 9, 11

Concerning amendments 3 and 9, the Commission notes that a system is already in place to cover serious emergencies. Emergency measures requiring the sudden disbursement of very large financial resources are not subject to the deadlines in this decision. These cases, for example an outbreak of foot and mouth disease, are covered by Article 3 of Decision 90/424. A separate budget line applies. Such emergency measures are not appropriate for the diseases covered by the eradication programmes.

Regarding amendments 5, 6 and 11, the objective in drawing up the list is to assist the Member States to prioritise their actions. It may be necessary to amend these priorities from time to time and the regulatory Committee procedure is best suited to this. In addition, amendment 6 would negate the principle of the list.

9.
Outlook for the amendment of the proposal: The Commission has worked closely with the presidency and Council to ensure that attention was given to incorporating those amendments of Parliament which the Commission could accept.  All those elements mentioned above have been included in the text.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The proposal was adopted in the Agriculture Council of 19 December 2006.
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