
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a financial instrument for cooperation with industrialized and other high income countries and territories

1.
Rapporteur: David Martin

2.
EP No: A6-0430/2006

3.
Date of adoption: 12 December 2006

4.
Subject: A financial instrument for cooperation with industrialized and other high income countries and territories

5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2006/0807(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: Article 181A TEC

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: International Trade Committee (INTA)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept certain amendments. Quantitatively, a vast majority – about two thirds- of the amendments tabled can be supported by the Commission: out of the 32 amendments, 20 can find their way fully or partially to the text; qualitatively it should be noted that most key substantive amendments are included in these 20 acceptable amendments.
The Commission‘s objections to the remaining 12 amendments fall into three main categories:

(i) some amendments are unnecessary as they are redundant with provisions already included in the text or do not bring added value.

(ii) some amendments encroach on or overlap with principles laid down in other legal texts such as the established Comitology framework or the Inter-Institutional Agreement and at times go beyond what has been agreed in other comparable instruments.

(iii) some amendments provide rules and procedures which are not proportionate with the relatively modest financial size of the instrument or not adapted to its specific scope and nature.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: Given the particular circumstances surrounding the adoption of this instrument, close cooperation was maintained throughout the negotiation process between Parliament, Council and Commission. This allowed for the views of each institution to be voiced and, where appropriate, taken into account upstream in order to prepare, in parallel to proceedings in Parliament, an amended version which could be an acceptable compromise and that could be adopted by the Council right after the formal delivery of its opinion by Parliament. The Commission’s position outlined above reflects this compromise.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The amended proposal was adopted by the Council of Ministers on 21 December 2006 and subsequently published in OJ L405/41 of 30 December 2006 as Council Regulation 1934/2006 of 21 December 2006 establishing a financing instrument for cooperation with industrialised and other high-income countries and territories.
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