European Parliament Resolution on the European road safety action programme – mid-term review

1.
Rapporteur: Ewa Hedkvist Petersen (PSE/SE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0449/2006 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0009

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 18 January 2007

4.
Subject: Mid-term review of the European road safety action programme 

5.
Background:

On 22 February 2006 the Commission adopted the "road safety" mid-term review, which was announced in the 2003 programme.

In 2001 the Commission had proposed an ambitious objective that was approved by the other institutions: to halve the number of road accident victims between 2001 and 2010. In other words, to go from 50 000 deaths in the EU-25 (2001) to a maximum of 25 000 in 2010.

The mid-term review includes a Commission communication which briefly describes road safety developments in the EU in three areas: vehicles, behaviour and infrastructure. It states that the objective set in 2001 (halving the number of victims by 2010) is within reach but can be achieved only if additional efforts are made, both at Member State and EU level.

6.
Analysis of Parliament's requests and the Commission's responses to them:

The Commission shares Parliament's informed view of the future.  Not only does the resolution focus on short-term priorities that are in keeping with those of the Commission but it also describes promising medium-term solutions on which Commission officials are also working.

The resolution acknowledges the benefits of action at Community level.  It also refers to concepts to which the Commission attaches great importance, such as shared responsibility and an integrated approach.

Several requests are addressed to the Commission:

Parliament calls on the Commission to present as soon as possible its legislative proposals on cross-border enforcement and the requirement to use daytime-running lights (point 5 of the Resolution).
The Commission has included the first of these two proposals in its work programme for the first half of this year.  As for the second proposal, stakeholder consultations were concluded at the end of last year and discussions are now under way on the pros and cons of such an initiative.

In several instances, Parliament calls for better dissemination of best practices, such as the presence of participants from both new and old Member States in working parties, comparison of results achieved by the Member States in the field of road safety, evaluation of the Road Safety Charter and exchange of best practices on the requirements for safe roadwork zones (points 10 to 14 of the Resolution).

The Commission has commissioned a study on the collation, analysis and dissemination of best practices in the road safety field.  The report will be published at the latest in September this year.  As regards comparison of the Member States' results, a report on performance indicators will be published in April.  An experimental comparative study of national policies in nine Member States ("SUNflower+6") was published last year and it is planned to use the methodology developed for this project to extend the study to other Member States.

Several of Parliament's requests concern driver behaviour, such as driving under the influence of drugs, use of communication devices in vehicles, and the effects of tiredness, and it calls on the Commission to investigate these issues or to start information campaigns  (points 20, 27 and 28 of the Resolution).

As regards driver behaviour, driving under the influence of alcohol, drugs and/or medication is a matter of top priority.  That is why the Commission undertook a major research project (DRUID, 6th framework programme) on this subject. As for information campaigns, the Commission has given funding to a number of pan-European operations and continues to do so.
Other requests concern encouraging the introduction of certain technical systems in vehicles, which help to increase road safety (points 32 and 47 of the Resolution).

The potential impact of technologies that improve the active safety of vehicles is considerable, even if some are not yet ready for mass market penetration.  The agreement signed by the automotive industry ("CARS-21") and the road map subsequently adopted provide a short and medium-term reference framework.  As for promoting technologies, the Commission recently granted funding for an information campaign on electronic stability.

Parliament calls on the Commission to put forward a study on harmonisation of road signs in Europe (point 9 of the Resolution).

The Commission wishes to point out that road signs do not fall within the remit of the Community but within that of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe.

Parliament calls on the Commission and the Member States to introduce uniform rules throughout the European Union governing regular technical safety checks of motor vehicles (point 36 of the Resolution).

The Commission recalls that the roadworthiness testing of vehicles is already harmonised by Council Directive 96/96/EC on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to roadworthiness tests for motor vehicles and their trailers; this Directive was last amended on 14 February 2001, in order to adapt it to technical progress (Directive 2001/11/EC).

Parliament asks the Commission to examine the creation of a common minimum standard for driving instructors (point 34 of the Resolution).

The third Directive 2006/126/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on driving licences lays down minimum requirements for driving tests that serve as a basis for the Member States to establish training programmes for applicants for driving licences.  The Commission has also provided funding for many projects or studies aimed at making proposals on the training of drivers and driving instructors. It intends to pursue discussions with the Member States in the course of this year.

The Commission will continue to take firm action on road safety, while respecting the prerogatives of all stakeholders, whether they are EU institutions or other actors, such as international organisations, regional and local authorities, industry and hauliers, and user groups.

It will pursue an integrated approach, acting in all areas of road safety (infrastructure, behaviour, vehicles) in line with the legislation in force and the voluntary undertakings already given, such as the "CARS‑21" road map or those of the European Road Safety Charter, and also the work under way or planned in other international bodies with ad hoc powers, such as the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe.
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