European Parliament Resolution: Towards a European Policy on Radio Spectrum

1.
Rapporteur: Fiona Hall (ALDE/UK)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0467/2006 / P6_TA-PROV (2007)0041

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 14 February 2006

4.
Subject: Commission’s three communications on Radio Spectrum Policy adopted in 2005: A Forward-looking radio spectrum policy for the European Union - Second annual report (COM(2005)411), A market-based approach to spectrum management in the European Union (COM(2005)400) and EU spectrum policy priorities for the digital switchover in the context of the upcoming ITU Regional Radiocommunication Conference 2006 (RRC-06) (COM(2005)461)

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:
This Resolution is formally the European Parliament’s response to the three Commission Communications. In practice it should be seen as a preliminary view of the Parliament on the spectrum issues likely to be part of the review of the regulatory framework for electronic communications. In substance the Resolution:

· Endorses technological and service neutrality;
· Considers that part of the digital dividend should be harmonised at the EU level;
· Endorses expanded use of the unlicensed model;
· Endorses introduction of spectrum trading, also for broadcasting bands;
· Considers that sufficient spectrum should be provided to meet the needs of consumers and services of public and general interest, including broadcasting services;
· Makes a clear distinction between "media services" and the act of terrestrial transmission;
· Stresses the need to develop rural wireless broadband;
· Notes the need for services of public and general interest to adapt to new technologies;
· Notes that "triple play" already blurs the distinction between services;
· Notes the serious obstacles to the single market posed by diverging regulatory regimes in the Member States;
· Calls for enhanced cooperation between Member States, exchange of information and the removal of over-prescriptive regulation;
· Calls for a step by step approach to transition to a new system;
· Urges the clear definition of rights and obligations.
The Resolution is very closely aligned with the work underway in the Commission.

6.
Response to these requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission will propose revisions to the regulatory framework for electronic communications this summer. Most of the points brought up by the Parliament will be given a response in that proposal.

A few points are outside the review: transition details, exchange of information and clear definition of rights and obligations. These may be subject to a Recommendation or a Guideline late this year/early 2008.
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